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THE LAST WORDS OF 
CARLYLE SUMMERBELL 


Dr. Carlyle Summerbell died suddenly 
Tuesday, May 21, during the annual 
meeting of the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation, after making a vigorous speech, 
which The Register prints in full: 

“For thirty-eight years I have spoken 
my mind and always find myself as a here- 
tic in any assemblage, so prepare to be 
disappointed. I wish to say that I appre- 
ciate the love that we all have for the 
Unitarian fellowship. We want every- 
thing; we want to have our cake and eat 
it too. Most of us here represent the 
capitalistic class. We have lots to eat, 
clothes to wear in our ease. But this idea 
of passing it on to the shoulders of the 
Appraisal Commission is fine politics, but 
it is not the religion that conquers the 
world. (Applause.) 

“Here in this country there are millions 
of people on the verge of starvation and 
out of work, and we Unitarians, whose 
ideal is to express ourselves freely, do 
what we called in the army, ‘passing the 
buck.’ This Commission has not done, 
as was said yesterday at the ministers’ 
meeting, what it has been appointed to 
do. They have simply said, ‘Let’s study 
it a little more,’ as if we were going down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho and saw a man 
among thieves and said, ‘Let us not help 
that man, but give attention to study the 
problem involved.’ 

“Now, Mr. President, what are we here 
for? Why cannot we express ourselves 
upon some of the great things of life? For 
instance, here is paragraph 7 of Section II 
in this report: 

*«*Raliance solely upon peaceful methods 
for the settlement of industrial disputes 
and the abandonment of the use of violence 
by both employers and employees.’ 

“And instead of voting upon this, we 
say, ‘Let us study whether we should use 
peaceful methods or direct action.’ 

“Our denomination has the greatest op- 
portunity of its time if we can sacrifice our- 
selves and sacrifice our unity and con- 
formity and institutionalism. 

“‘T am jealous for the success of the Uni- 
tarian denomination. Other denomina- 
tions can express themselves freely on 
the social gospel and on the social program. 
But for fear that we lose money and lose 
the cooperation and cause dissension in our 
body, we turn our back and pass the buck. 
And I want to protest—simply represent- 
ing myself and nothing else in the world, 
not representing any church or any or- 
ganization, not even the men at the head 
of the denomination—I want to protest 
against our dodging the issue. 

“Jesus cared a great dea! about the 
bodies of men—for the bodies and souls of 
men are of great importance. Let us 
Unitarians who are leaders in every way 
not take the easy way and put over to the 
Appraisal Commission what we are very 
capable of settling and expressing to the 


world, that we are for the God of progress 
and we want social justice and social equity 
with love for all. We can do this, but we 
must pay the price. And I know that our 
ecclesiastical politicians will beat me in my 
protest, but nevertheless, trying to be 
true to the ideals and trying to express 
myself freely and frankly and lovingly 
toward all men, I wish to protest against 
this policy of passing to others what we 
should do and what we should say. 

‘“‘And therefore, Mr. President, I make 
an amendment that this be referred back 
to this Social Commission, asking them to 
do what they were appointed to do, a 
program not for study but for social ac- 
tion. 

‘“T thank you.” (Applause.) 


UNITARIAN MINISTERIAL UNION 


As has been the custom for many years, 
the annual meeting of the Unitarian Min- 
isterial Union was held on Monday of 
Anniversary Week. It was the most 
largely attended meeting in many years. 

A report of the discussion of the Pro- 
gram of Social Action will appear else- 
where in The Register. The following 
motion was presented and passed with one 
dissenting vote: Moved, that we com- 
mend the Department of Social Relations 
for its program of suggested study for 
our churches. 

The customary reports of the secretary- 
treasurer, committee chairmen, and Union 
representatives on various boards were 
heard. The treasury of the Union showed 
a better balance than last year. The sec- 
retary’s annual report pointed to the 
Church Loyalty project, the Greenfield 
Ministers’ Institute, the work of the Per- 
sonnel Committee, the proposed plans for 
reorganization of the Union, the plans for 
a Ministerial Visitation Board, and the is- 
suance of an informal news-letter, as the 
points of chief interest in the year’s ac- 
tivities. 

Officers elected by the annual ballot 
were: Rey. Ernest Meredith, president, 
Rey. Arthur W. Olsen, secretary-treasurer, 
Rev. Delos O’Brian, Rev. Dale DeWitt, 
Rev. Aubrey F. Hess, Rev. Walter S. 
Swisher, Rev. Jacob Trapp, Rev. Howard 
S. Bard, Rev. Norman L. Dowd, regional 
vice-presidents. Rev. Robert H. Schacht, 
Jr., Rey. Vincent B. Silliman, Rev. Owen 
W. Eames, directors. Rey. Payson Miller, 
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mittee. The personnel committee of thi}%} 
year was continued: Chairman, Dr. Minq| 
Simons; secretary, Rev. Dan Huntingto : 
Fenn, and Dr. Vivian T. Pomeroy. Rew) 
Lon Ray Call was re-elected as Union rept 

resentative on the Board of Directors oj} 


the A. U. A., and Rev. Du Bois Le Fevyr} 


Hi 


was elected Union representative on thy 
Student Work Committee. 

A new basis of organization presented 
to the meeting by the secretary was unan|} 
imously adopted. The last previous con} 
stitution adopted by the Union was drawr 
up in 1889. The new constitution opens} 
membership to the Union “‘to all ministers 
of the Unitarian Fellowship and to students 
preparing for the Unitarian ministry, 1 
the United States and Canada.” “Mem 
bership shall be accepted by signing 
membership card stating willingness (1) td 
enter actively into the work of the Union} 
and (2) to make an annual contributiom| 
toward the expenses of the Union or de 
clare inability to do so.”’ There are to be 
two regular meetings annually and others} 


at the discretion of the Board of Directors} i 
The chief means of intercommunicatio : 
is to be an informal news-letter. Vari 

ous organizations of Unitarian ministers tt 
throughout the country may becomei||f ll 


branch organizations of the Union. 

The News-Letter issued by the Union 
during the past year was discussed, the} 
sentiment being generally favorable toward 
it. It was agreed that the venture should#i 
be continued, and the directors were au- 
thorized to appoint an editor, making all 
necessary agreements with him. 

Rey. Everett M. Baker, secretary, re- 
ported for the Committee on Visitation. 
Inasmuch as this matter is utterly experi- 
mental, it is limited to New England for} 
the present. A Board of Visitation has} 
been appointed and chyirches and ministers |} 
avail themselves of its services through the} 
secretary. i]| 

It was also voted that the Church 
Loyalty Project be continued another} 
year. 

Following the annual meeting 156 mem- | 
bers of the Union reassembled at the || 
Twentieth Century Club for luncheon. |] 
Here Dr. Minot Simons gave a cordial |} 
informal welcome to those men who have 
entered our Fellowship during the last year. 
This was followed by three short addresses: }} 
Rev. Charles Engvall of Lawrence, Kans., 
spoke on ‘‘Dust Storms,” Rey. Julius 
Krolfifer of Cincinnati, Ohio, offered a’] 
warm invitation to all to attend the Gen- |] 
eral Conference to be held next fall in his |} 
city, and Rev. Arthur B. Whitney of |} 
Quincy, Mass., spoke on “The Burden of | 
Tradition.”” The secretary was asked by 
the meeting to write a note of greeting 
to Dr. and Mrs. William I. Lawrance on 
the occasion of their sixtieth wedding 
anniversary. 
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The Commission of Appraisal Reports 


Introduction 
os) HE Commission of Appraisal was created by a 


Gj} resolution of the American Unitarian Associa- 
tion at its annual meeting in May, 1934, and 
was instructed to report to the Association 
at its annual meeting in May, 1935. The selection 
of the members of the Commission following the pro- 
cedure laid down in the resolution, was completed late 
in November, and the first meeting of the Commission 
was held on December 14. There has thus been a 
period of a little more than five months for the Com- 
mission to survey the wide field of study and investi- 
vation outlined for it by the resolution; and in sub- 
mitting the present report the Commission desires 
to point out its necessarily partial and preliminary 
character. 

On a few matters, of urgent importance, the 
Commission is prepared to make definite recom- 
mendations; but on most of the more fundamental 
problems which the Commission has been exploring, 
it can at this time do little more than set forth the 
nature of the difficulty and solicit widespread coopera- 
tion in working out solutions. The Commission plans 
to make a second report to the meeting of the As- 
sociation in Cincinnati in October, and the final report 
to the annual meeting in Boston in May, 1936. 


Our Primary Task 


The Commission wishes to begin by calling at- 
fention to a widespread and insistent demand for 
Jeepening the spiritual life within the corporate fel- 
owship of our churches. This demand has been ex- 
oressed in widely different ways, but it has come from 
1ll parts of the country and from all kinds of persons 
und churches. Unitarians are notoriously reluctant 
© talk about their souls, and incurably diffident 
about using the language of traditional piety; but in 
spite of these handicaps a great many people have 
succeeded in getting their views on this matter before 
-he members of the Commission, and the result is an 
inmistakable mandate to report that the primary 
need of Unitarianism today is a renewal of emphasis 
ypon the power of our religion to inspire and fortify 
ndividual men and women, in their personal lives 
ind in their effort to deal sanely and constructively 
with the problems of the modern world. 

The power of religion is chiefly made available 
hrough churches, and there is among us a strong be- 
ief that our free churches can be made to serve this 
yurpose more effectively. If they are to do so, there 
nust be a mobilization of thought and a concentration 
yf purpose, not in a few great pulpits and educational 
enters, but in every church in the land; for the sort of 
ree exploring in the field of methods which will re- 


establish our churches as centers of spiritual power 
must be undertaken by all of us, with the widest 
latitude in experiment and the utmost freedom from 
prejudice and dogmatism. 

This demand for deepening the spiritual life 
among us has already found expression in various 
ways which the Commission desires to commend. 
We have been impressed by testimony from many 
sources to the spiritual value of the ‘‘retreats,’”’ held 
at Senexet and in other places, as well as by the wide 
influence exerted throughout our fellowship by the 
various summer meetings, at Star Island and else- 
where. The experiments now being carried on in 
various parts of the country to improve and strengthen 
the forms of common worship deserve full and sym- 
pathetic cooperation, especially those which are the 
result of group thinking. Great practical help may be 
expected from the new hymnal, and the suggestion 
that the Free Church Fellowship prepare a manual 
of devotional material is most promising. In all these 
ways—and in others which will suggest themselves as 
Unitarians become increasingly aware of the need for 
spiritual renewal—the central values can be restored 
and replenished. 

Parallel with this effort to make our churches 
more effective in the fostering of the religious life, there 
is a demand for clearer thinking and expression as 
to the characteristic content of our Unitarian message; 
and here again, it is a mistake to expect authoritative 
guidance from a few individuals, however gifted. What 
is needed must come out of the creative thinking of 
many groups, patiently and devotedly striving to 
clarify the fundamental issues and to catch the sig- 
nificance of religion for the thought and experience of 
a changing, troubled world. The principal aim of the 
Commission is to stimulate and correlate such group 
thinking, and to interpret its results for the benefit of 
the fellowship. 

To these two common tasks, the Commission would 
first of all urge that all Unitarians pledge their best 
endeavors, in a spirit of deep and sacrificial consecra- 
tion. All its further recommendations, in this or 
subsequent reports, will be based upon this funda- 
mental premise. 


The Free Church Fellowship 


The organization of the Free Church Fellowship, 
in which our Unitarian leaders, and notably Dr. Cor- 
nish and Dr. Joy, have had a conspicuous part, opens 
the way to a new and promising realignment of the 
forces of religious liberalism in this country. The 
Unitarian denomination is definitely committed, by 
traditions of long standing and by repeated formal 
action within recent years, to this cause; and every de- 
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cision as to future policy within our own ranks must 
be made in the light of this commitment. 

The Commission is not at this time prepared to 
make specific recommendations as to the various 
proposals to merge separate departments of the Amer- 
ican Unitarian Association with the corresponding 
departments of the Universalist General Convention, 
though it recognizes the importance of such steps as 
means toward the desirable end of implementing the 
program of the Free Church Fellowship. It desires 
further time to study the problem, and in the mean- 
time invites conferences with those who are consider- 
ing or concerned with such proposed mergers, not only 
to get further light upon the complicated questions 
involved but also to prevent the possibility of precipi- 
tate action before a general plan has been worked out. 
It proposes to present a report on this question in Oc- 
tober. 

The Commission heartily approves the efforts of 
the Young People’s Religious Union to bring about 
an early merger with the Young People’s Christian 
Union, believing that this is the field in which merger 
may be most easily and most successfully carried out, 
and that the experience of the young people as pio- 
neers in this endeavor will prove highly valuable to the 
other agencies and departments in their part of the 
common enterprise. It is significant and reassuring 
that once again the young people are taking the lead 
and opening the way for the rest of us. 

In the process of working out the specific details 
of the merger, the Commission hopes that the young 
people of both denominations will avoid the use of 
language with theological implications that might 
tend to restrict in any degree the complete freedom of 
any persons, either within the present societies or in 
any other, who might at a later time wish to enter 
into the same relationship. 

In this connection, the Commission calls atten- 
tion to the presence in our fellowship of a desire to 
restore the original and more inclusive wording of the 
Preamble to the Constitution of the Free Church 
Fellowship as being more in harmony with the tradi- 
tions of freedom and fellowship in religion out of 
which it has grown. 


The Isles of Shoals 


Recognizing the unique contribution to the 
spiritual life of the denomination which has been 
made by the summer meetings on Star Island, through 
the devoted work of the Isles of Shoals Summer Meet- 
ings Association and the Star Island Corporation, 
with the cooperation of many of the denominational 
agencies, we recommend that the American Unitarian 
Association go on record as pledging itself to whole- 
hearted support of this project as one of the major 
denominational enterprises; and we further reeommend 
that immediate steps be taken to work out a plan 
for the development of a similar enterprise in the 
Middle West, with the expectation that regional re- 
sponsibility for these summer-meetings projects shall 
be encouraged as speedily and completely as possible. 
Such summer meetings provide an opportunity for 
effective cooperation with other liberal groups, thus 
increasing in a natural way the development of com- 
mon habits and practices. 


local, regional, or national conferences, or by indi] 


Proctor Academy i | 


As an emergency measure, because the preseij. 
situation involves a serious possibility that the scha| 
may be compelled to close, not on account of curre}). 
difficulties but because of indebtedness from tll. 
past, and because such an event at this time woull 1 
be a calamity to the whole denomination, we recon) 
mend that the American Unitarian Association reco}} 
nize the responsibility of providing, either by dire) 
appropriation or by taking the initiative in a speciil 
campaign, for sufficient financial backing for and $ 


Academy for a period of at least two years; and wi” 
further recommend that the Association go on reco a 
as pledging itself to a thorough study of the who) 
matter of the relation of the denomination to privaif: 
educational institutions, with special reference to rj 
gional responsibility, and with a view to establishin} 
a permanent denominational policy which can receiv) 
united and consistent denominational support. 


The Christian Register 


The Commission recommends that The Christia 
Register be continued as an independent journal c¢ 
news and opinion serving the entire denominatior 
that the American Unitarian Association cooperat! 
with the Trustees in facing the problem of the deH 
carried over from an earlier administration, expecti | 
the Trustees to balance their operating budget as i 
1934; that a campaign to double the present sul 
scription list be at once undertaken, in which eve 


Denominational and Departmental 
Pronouncements 


(whether theological, moral, political, or social) bt 


a thorough appraisal of the whole method of making| 
such pronouncements, with 
mendation of specific procedures to bring our de! 
nominational practice in this field into line with oul} 


report to the meeting of the Association in Cineinna | 
in October. 


Local and Regional Responsibility 
During the present century there has 
marked and accelerating tendency toward ce 
tion in the affairs of our denomination. 
been due to a variety of causes—the 
ficiency, the effort to eliminate duplicati 
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the pressing need for economies, and (perhaps most 
of all) the fact that concentration of power and re- 
sponsibility has been increasingly demanded by the 
spirit of the times. 

The Commission believes, however, that this 
process of centralization has been carried to a point 
where it endangers the fundamental values of our 
church and the healthy functioning of our denomina- 
tion. Religious interests and church loyalties, which 
draw their natural nourishment from local fields, are 
drying up at their sources; group initiative and vol- 
untary cooperation, without which liberal churches 
cannot survive, are being atrophied; and the flow of 
independent opinion and stimulating suggestion toward 
the board rooms where denominational policies and 
programs are mapped out has slowed down or ceased. 
The Commission believes that prompt and drastic 
remodeling of the structure of our national organiza- 
tion, in the direction of decentralization, must be 
undertaken and carried vigorously forward; and to 
this end the Commission recommends that our 
shurches take immediate steps to start new processes 
or developing local and regional responsibility and 
‘or registering in our group and national decisions the 
best current thinking of our scattered churches. 

The Commission believes that the entire de- 
nomination should enlist itself in thinking this prob- 
em through to a constructive solution. In its report 
n October, definite plans will be outlined for reviving 
she values of regional conferences and for increasing 
ocal responsibility for extension work together with 
some measure of financial responsibility. In these 
plans account will be taken of the potential com- 
sined strength of all churches in each region now or 
ater to be included in the Free Church Fellowship. 

Plainly, the details of such a plan must be worked 
mut slowly, and many difficult problems will arise 
n the process; but the essential thing is a strong will 
(0 decentralize, to match ourselves as a truly national 
sroup against the thrust of the times in the direction 
of over-centralized authority, to use modern scientific 
echniques to devise an organization that shalJl be 
lecentralized yet effective in national action, and thus 
0 restore vigor and persistence to the local units 
rom which, according to our history and our tradi- 
ional theory, our vitality as a denomination has 
ulways come. 

Any such system in which centralization and 
lecentralization are properly balanced, will neces- 
arily require at the center a body of officials who be- 
ieve in the principle of maximum local and regional 
1utonomy with a minimum of central control, and 
lso a central denominational authority which is, 
n fact as well as in theory, representative and demo- 
atic. A section in a subsequent report will deal 
pecifically with the very important responsibility 
or initiative and leadership which we believe properly 
yertains to the central offices. 


Internal Administration of the American 
Unitarian Association 
The tendency toward centralization has also 
een at work within the administrative organization 
f the American Unitarian Association, and has now 
eached a point where it seriously interferes with 


efficiency and affords considerable justification for 
the widespread lack of confidence in the Association. 
Here it is important to bear in mind that we are 
analyzing the shortcomings of a system, not of in- 
dividuals, and that the tendency toward centraliza- 
tion of power has been accelerated by the decline of 
local and regional conferences, as set forth in an 
earlier section of this report, as well as by the exi- 
gencies of the times. Nevertheless, it is a tendency 
that should not longer be permitted to dominate. 

The crux of the matter can be seen by consider- 
ing the present status of the Board of Directors, the 
responsible governing body of our national organiza- 
tion. Under the present by-laws, it consists of thirty- 
seven members, eight of whom are elected regional 
vice-presidents, eighteen directors elected by the 
Association for three-year terms, six directors nomi- 
nated by various denominational agencies other than 
the Association for one-year terms, and five elected 
executive officials—the president, the secretary, the 
treasurer, and administrative vice-presidents, at pres- 
ent two in number. In addition, the general counsel 
and chairman of the Finance Committee, who is a 
salaried executive officer not provided for by the by- 
laws, is also an elected member of the Board whose 
term expires in May, 1937. 

One of the reasons for the reorganization of the 
Board in 1925 was the desire to give a larger measure 
of representation upon the central policy-determining 
body to the general constituency of the denomination; 
but, in spite of a very good record of attendance at 
meetings of the Board on the part of the non-official 
members, this result has not been achieved. The 
reason for this is chiefly the decisive influence of the 
officers upon the action of the Board. 

An analysis of the minutes of the meetings of the 
Board during the two years 1930-31 and 1934-35 
shows that practically all the business transacted was 
passed in the form in which it was presented to the 
Board by the officers. Little opportunity is left for 
the kind of discussion that can shape policies. The 
complaint from Board members that the Board is not 
much more than a rubber-stamp has real foundation. 
Even the committees of the Board are of little prac- 
tical value from this point of view, for six out of eight 
of the present standing committees have an executive 
officer listed as chairman, and there is a pronounced 
tendency to increase the proportion of staff members 
on all the committees. At the present moment two 
of the standing committees are exclusively composed 
of officials. Furthermore, the Committee on Church 
Extension, which might be the most valuable from the 
point of view of giving non-official Board members 
some real part in policy-forming, has disappeared al- 
together. The result is that the decisions of the Board 
come to be almost completely swayed by the already 
formed opinions of the headquarters officials, of whom 
six have votes as Directors. 

The Commission cannot avoid the necessity of 
pressing the question whether such influence of execu- 
tive officers upon the decisions of a policy-making 
body is wise. Would such a situation be permitted in 
any other type of organization, that is supposed to be 
representative? And from the point of view of or- 
ganization is it not thoroughly unsound? For six 
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officials to sit as voting members of the Board which 
is supposed to determine the policies under which they 
are to work is an anomaly to which these officers them- 
selves might well object. 

Clearly some thoroughgoing change is necessary, 
in the interest of efficiency as well as democracy. 
What should that change be? How can we increase 
the part which the representative Board members 
play in shaping the real policies of the Association? 
On this point, the Commission is not ready to make 
final recommendations, partly because it needs 
further time to study the possible alternatives, but 
chiefly because it very much desires to hear from the 
general Unitarian constituency as to the problem. 

Tentatively, and for the purpose of stimulating 
discussion, the Commission offers six specific sug- 
gestions: 

1. Definite provision should be made for a report 
from the Board of Directors to the annual meeting of 
the Association, and ample time at the annual meet- 
ing should be set aside for discussion of this report by 
the delegates. 

2. The executive committee of the Board of 
Directors should be restored to the important place 
contemplated for it in the By-Laws, and its member- 
ship reconstituted so as to include only non-official 
members of the Board. 

3. The By-Laws of the Board of Directors should 
be amended so as to provide for standing committees 
corresponding with all of the major phases of the As- 
sociation’s work and responsibility, and to the present 
list of standing committees there should be added two 
others: one on church extension and aid, and one on 
promotion of financial interests. 

4. The By-Laws of the Board of Directors should 
be amended so as to require that business pertaining 
to the fields of any of the sub-committees shall or- 
dinarily be presented to the Directors through the 
sub-committees. 

5. The By-Laws of the Board of Directors should 
be amended so as to specify that the paid officers shall 
function as executive secretaries of the committees 
whose responsibilities correspond most nearly with 
the responsibilities of the respective officers. 

6. In order to open the possibility for an amend- 
ment of the By-Laws of the Association at the annual 
meeting in May, 1936, the Commission submits the 
following proposed amendments:— 


(1) The Amendment of Article V of the By-Laws by the 
omission of the words “‘who with” in line 7 (as printed in the 
1934-35 Year Book) and the substitution of the following: 

(a) A period after the word “‘treasurer.”’ 


(5) Insertion of the words “The president, regional vice- 
presidents and” before the words ‘“‘twenty-four other 
persons” in the same line. 

(2) Substitution of a new title to Article VI in order to 
express more adequately the contents of the Article to read as 
follows: ‘Function, Powers and Meetings of the Board of Di- 
rectors.” 


(3) Insertion in line five of Article VI of the following sen- 
tence following the words ‘‘necessary or expedient”: “It shall 
report to the annual meeting of the Association.” 


(4) Insertion of a new paragraph in Article VI following 


the present first paragraph as amended, as follows: ‘‘Officers who 
are not themselves Directors shall meet with and participate in 


discussions of the Board except when it declares itself in execul 9 


tive session.” 


(5) Insert the word “Directors” in the first line of the pre: 
ent second paragraph of Article VI so as to read “The Directo 


may choose,” and so forth. 


PRESENT TEXT 
Article V 
Officers and Directors 


The officers shall be a presi- 
dent; one or more administra- 
tive vice-presidents, and eight 
(8) regional vice-presidents, one 
of whom at the time of his elec- 
tion shall be from Northern 
New England, one from the 
Middle Atlantic States, one 
from the Southern States, one 
from the Central West, one 
from the Rocky Mountain 
States, one from the Pacific 
Coast, and one from the Do- 
minion of Canada; a secretary, 
a treasurer (who with) 


twenty-four (24) 
other persons, shall constitute 
the Board of Directors. 


(They) shall be chosen by 
ballot at annual meetings, ex- 
cept that the Board of Direc- 
tors may fill any vacancy to 
hold until the next annual 
meeting. The terms of office 
shall be as follows: the pres- 
ident, administrative vice- 
presidents, the secretary and 
the treasurer, for four years; 
eighteen (18) ot the directors 
of whom not less than nine 
shall be laymen, not less than 
three shall be women and not 
less than five shall be ministers, 
for three years, one-third to 
be elected annually; all other 
officers for one year. 


Article VI. (Quorum 
Special Meetings) 

The Board of Directors shall 
meet at least once in three 
months, ten members con- 
stituting a quorum, and shall 
have charge of all the business 
and interests of the Association, 
the direction of its funds and 
operations, and authority to 
call special meetings of the As- 
sociation whenever they shall 
deem it necessary or expedient. 


and 


PROPOSED TEXT 
Article V 


Officers and Directors 


dent; one or more administra-| 3) 
tive vice-presidents; and eight 
(8) regional vice-presidents, ona\jt 
of whom at the time of his 
election shall be from Norther 
New England, one from th 
Middle Atlantic States, one 
from the Southern States, one} 
from the Central West, one# 
from the Rocky Mountai 
States, one from the Pacific] 
Coast, and one from the Do- 
minion of Canada; a secretary,| 
a treasurer. | 


| 


The president, regional vice-} 
presidents and twenty-four (24)| 
other persons, shall constitute | ie 
the Board of Directors. | 
The officers and directors} 
shall be chosen by ballot at} 
annual meetings, except that | 
the Board of Directors may fill | 
any vacancy to hold until the | 
next annual meeting. The’ 
terms of office shall be as fol- 
lows: the president, adminis-_ 
trative vice-presidents, the sec- |} 
retary and the treasurer, for jj) 
four years; eighteen (18) of the 
directors of whom not less than 
nine shall be laymen, not less | 
than three shall be women and 
not less than five shall be min- | 
isters, for three years, one-third | 
to be elected annually, all other | 
officers for one year. 


Article VI. Functions, 
Powers and Meetings of 
Board of Directors 


The Board of Directors shall ||} 
meet at least once in three | 
months, ten members con- 
stituting a quorum, and shall ||) 
have charge of all the business 
and interests of the Associa- 
tion, the direction of its funds 
and operations, and authority | 
to call special meetings of the | 
Association whenever they shall 
deem it necessary or expedient. 
It shall report to the annual 
meeting of the Association. 


Officers who are not them- 
selves Directors shall meet with \VI 
and participate in discussions |) 
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(They) may choose from 
heir own number an Executive 
yommittee to have charge of 
uch business as must be trans- 
eted between meetings of the 
soard of Directors, which com- 
aittee shall meet at the call 
f the president or secretary. 


of the Board, except when it de- 
clares itself in executive session. 


The Directors may choose 
from their own number an 
Executive Committee to have 
charge of such business as must 
be transacted between meet- 
ings of the Board of Directors, 
which committee shall meet 
at the call of the president or 


secretary. 


Future Reports 


The Commission plans, as already stated, to re- 
ort in October on the following matters: 

(1) Proposed mergers of departments of the 
\merican Unitarian Association with corresponding 
epartments of the Universalist General Convention, 
nd of corresponding agencies within the two de- 
ominations. 

(2) A plan to modify our denominational practice 
1 the matter of pronouncements on controversial 
uestions. 

(3) A plan for promoting local and regional con- 
srences, and decentralizing the responsibility for 
hurch extension. 

(4) A plan for making the organization of the 
.merican Unitarian Association more representative 
nd more effective. 


In addition, the Commission has a considerable 
list of other studies on which it hopes to be ready to 
report in October. Several of these are being carried 
on by sub-committees, as follows: 

(1) The education of our ministers. 

(2) The economic and professional security of 
our ministers. 

(3) The general denominational policy with re- 
spect to publications. 

(4) Religious education. 

(5) Work with students. 

(6) Interrelation of the several denominational 
agencies. 

(7) The development of new policies for pro- 
moting financial support for denominational enter- 
prises. 

(8) Relations with liberal groups in the inter- 
national field. 

(9) Report on the results of the discussion groups 
both as to the values of the Unitarian movement and 
also as to its major administrative problems. 


Frederick M. Eliot, Chairman. 
James Luther Adams. 

Walter Prichard Eaton. 
Eduard C. Lindeman. 
Frederic G. Melcher. 

James Bissett Pratt. 

Aurelia H. Reinhardt. 


The Fate of the Program of Cacia Action 


Rowland Gray-Smith 


6) INCE the issuance of the Program of Social 
, “Saji ~=Action by the Department of Social Relations 
S in February, so much discussion has taken 
242} _ place in the press, pulpit and group meetings 
aat the treatment of the program during Anniver- 
ary Week became almost perfunctory. The strength 
f the program as a historic statement of Unitarian 
onviction received but little emphasis. Although 
1e program contains no fewer than thirty-three af- 
rmations and unqualified demands of sincere con- 
iction, and is the first systematized and inclusive 
atement of Unitarian persuasion on matters of su- 
reme social significance, what was emphasized in the 
iscussion as a whole was the fact that the demands 
nd convictions were first of all pronouncements for 
udy and reflection. That the Department had also 
spressed the hope that the program’s far-reaching 
ims would lead to action appropriate to their realiza- 
on received but scant attention. 

At the annual meeting of the Unitarian Ministerial 
nion a discussion of the program was led by Dr. John 
|. Lathrop, a member of the Department of Social 
elations. The Department had received a mandate 
om the American Unitarian Association at its last 
nnual meeting ‘‘to prepare and to present a program 
social action.’’ According to the resolution, the 
epartment was not only empowered but actually 
laced under the necessity of preparing and presenting 

program. In accordance with this mandate the 
rogram of Social Action had been drawn up and 
s publication had been made in accordance with the 


Department’s authority to speak in its own name. 

In all sections of the program but one, it embodied 
emphatic convictions. In Section II, however, which 
deals with economic affairs, the Department had 
failed to act according to its mandate, and instead of 
presenting conclusions and convictions, it had pre- 
sented proposals which it considered worthy of serious 
consideration. Part of the significance of this section 
was its omissions. It did not, for example, include the 
specific proposals of Townsend, of Long, or of Cough- 
lin as really valid for serious consideration. Dr. La- 
throp also aired the view that to have given author- 
ity to the Department to speak and act on social 
issues in its own name was perhaps not the best way 
of making such utterances and action effective. 

It was reported by Rev. Payson Miller, secretary 
of the Ministerial Union, that as a result of a question 
which had been circulated among the members which 
read, “On the whole, are you favorably disposed 
toward the Program of Social Action?” 149 had re- 
plied in the affirmative as against thirty-one in the 
negative. Such a vote had been taken simply for the 
purpose of discovering the attitude of the ministers 
toward the changes which the Department believed 
should take place in those aspects of our common 
life with which the program deals. 

On Monday afternoon a short discussion was 
conducted by Rev. Everett M. Baker of the Depart- 
ment at the joint annual meeting of the Unitarian 
Fellowship for Social Justice and the Unitarian Tem- 
perance Society. He mentioned that the Depart- 
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ment’s pronouncements were being given wide con- 
sideration throughout the denomination, particularly 
by the Young People’s Religious Unions. In leaving 
‘appropriate action” for the realization of the desired 
reforms to be determined only after such considera- 
tion, the Department was simply acting in accordance 


with the democratic principles under which we live as . 


citizens. In indicating the goals of social action the 
program gave valuable assistance towards the promo- 
tion of social justice by Unitarians. 

The final opportunity for discussion and action 
upon the program came at the annual meeting of the 
American Unitarian Association at its session on Tues- 
day afternoon. In accordance with the directions 
contained in last year’s resolution, the program, of 
which 15,000 copies had been already circulated, was 
now formally presented by Roy M. Cushman, chair- 
man of the Department of Social Relations. The De- 
partment did not propose that the program be adopted 
as the program of the denomination and recommended 
that no action be taken upon its subject-matter. It 
further recommended that it should be relieved of its 
authority to speak and act in its own name and that 
the former policy of the Association in regard to this 
Department be restored. 

After Mr. Cushman had made a motion embody- 
ing these recommendations, Gorham Dana of the First 
Church, Brookline, Mass., spoke in support of it. He 
foresaw serious conflict if the denomination should 
forget its primary religious character and enter, as a 
denomination, too deeply into the field of social ac- 
tion, with its many controversial intricacies. 

To this resolution an amendment was proposed 
by Rey. Dilworth Lupton of Cleveland, Ohio. Recog- 
nizing that a social creed for universal adoption was 
against the genius of the denomination, he expressed 
the opinion that there was a decided value in main- 
taining a group from which expressions of conviction 


The 110th Annual Meeting of the A. U. A. 


Miles Hanson, Jr. 


R. LOUIS C. CORNISH in his presidentia 
“| address before almost 900 delegates to the 
g meeting of the American 

2x2)| Unitarian Association, held in Tremont 
Temple, Boston, Mass., on Tuesday, May 21, 
ardently urged that a stronger sense of “‘togetherness”’ 
bind all Unitarians to each other and to all other 
liberals the world over. As never before, liberals are 
facing an organized attack to suppress freedom of 
thought and freedom of speech. As one group of 
liberals anywhere suffers a loss of freedom, the whole 
body of liberalism suffers. The attack on liberty has 
not yet been made in this country, and the only way 
that it can be prevented from undermining present 
liberties and the only way that sufferers in other 
countries can be strengthened in their resistance, is by 
the development amongst liberals in the United States 
of international mindedness. The American Uni- 
tarian Association is a bulwark for the defence of re- 
ligious liberalism the world over. When the American 
Association becomes fully aware of its position in the 
world, it can make itself, by wise and far-reaching 


i 
\\ 


upon social issues could come and for which the Boas 
of Directors would not be directly responsible. Hi) 
amendment proposed that the maintenance of suq| 
authority be a matter to be considered by the Con} 
mission of Appraisal and to be reported upon at tk} 
meeting of the biennial General Conference in Octobe 

This moment in the deliberations became sad]j 
memorable by a contribution which proved to be th) 
speaker’s last words. The vigor of Dr. Carlyle Suni} 
merbell’s utterance showed no sign of his rapidly ag] 
proaching end. He made a valiant plea, printed elsq 
where in this issue, for the determination of socis} 
policy even upon economic questions, by the denom| 
nation as a whole. The applause that followed it wa} 
greater than that accorded to any other contributq 
to the debate. It was with the sound of this applaus 
in his ears that he stepped into an ante-room, anq 
unknown to us who were applauding him, his life suc} 
deniy came to an end. 

The resolution of Mr. Cushman, as amended bi 
that of Mr. Lupton was carried by a large majority 
The authority of the Department to issue statement 
in its own name remains the same until the report ¢ 
the Commission shall be considered. — i 

A resolution of thanks to the Department fa} 
its work, suggested by Rev. Anita Trueman Pickett 
was carried almost unanimously. Her words sounde 
a note well worthy of the widest circulation. ‘“‘We ar 
going to take the program home, and we can do mor} 
for the people who need our earnest thought by having 
this program thoroughly discussed in our separat | 
churches than we would have done by discussing iti] 
pronouncements here and now.” If this is to be th | 
fate of the Program of Social Action the Departmen | 
of Social Relations may rest assured that the tabulaj 
tion and presentation of its convictions will be a poten 
factor in the molding of our common life in coming 
days. 


endeavor, a great religious body that tyranny must 
respect and heed. 
The treasurer, Parker E. Marean, struck a not 

of serious warning in his plea for more generous 
support from churches and individual givers. Th 
income from these sources in 1934 was $5,000 less tha 
in 1933, a loss of seventeen percent, and the smallest 
amount for fifty-six years. If this serious decrease is 
continued, the activities of the Association must be 
greatly curtailed. Mr. Marean believed that there 
were many churches that could increase their support 
of the Association. He urged them to do so, as the 
demands upon the Association are constantly growing. 
He hoped that the Commission of Appraisal might 
find a solution of this grave difficulty. The Com- 
mission of Appraisal itself would require over $15,000 
before its work is finished. Mr. Marean again em- 
phasized the fact that of the total endowment of the 
Association, which is now $8,000,000, only the income 
from $3,000,000 is available for the general purposes 
of the Association. 


Rev. Henry Stewart Carter, minister of the Mans- 
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ford Street Church in London, England, brought the 
brotherly greetings of the Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches, assembled the same day in Liverpool, 
England. He spoke with enthusiasm of the work of 
the five ministers sent to Great Britain in 1925 from 
the American Association, and expressed his gratitude 
for the privilege of being able to visit the churches 
here, and especially to study the work of the Young 
People’s Religious Union, as he himself is the president 
of the corresponding group in Great Britain, the 
Young People’s League, and particularly interested in 
international work. 

Dr. James C. Duncan of Clinton, Mass., pre- 
sented Dr. Cornish with a small box containing the 
names of hundreds of ministers of the denomination 
who joined with Dr. Duncan in congratulating Dr. 
Cornish on the completion of thirty-five years’ ser- 
vice as a minister and of twenty years as an executive 
of the American Unitarian Association. Judge James 
H. Wolfe of Salt Lake City, Utah, asked the delegates 
to rise and thus express their appreciation of the ser- 
vices of the president. 

A list of the ministers who have died since the last 
annual meeting was read by Dr. Cornish: 


Francis Raymond Sturtevant was born in 1877 and died in 
June. Educated at Trinity College and the Harvard Divinity 
School, he was minister at Christ Church, Dorchester, Mass., 
for five years, the First Parish in Taunton, Mass., for fifteen 
years, the First Unitarian Church of Baltimore, Md., for eight 
years. At the time of his death he had begun his second term 
as a director of the Association. An athlete, in all his ministry 
studious and painstaking, he was devoted to his parish duties, 
and was a persuasive preacher. For the twenty-eight years of 
his ministry he unconsciously exemplified those very qualities 
which his teaching exalted. 

Clayton Raymond Bowen was born in 1877 and died in 
October. He was educated at Franklin College, Harvard Uni- 
versity and Harvard Divinity School, the Meadville Theological 
School, the University of Chicago, and the Universities of Berlin 
and Marburg. After a two-year pastorate at Charlestown, N. H., 
he became a professor at the Meadville Theological School in 
1905, where he continued his devoted work for thirty years. 
Scholar, preacher, friend of all his colleagues in religious teach- 
ing, and of ail his students, beloved adviser to successive groups 
of men as they passed through his educative and enriching in- 
fluence, he commanded the confidence and the affection of our 
fellowship. 

Alfred Gooding was born in 1856 and died in October. He 
was educated at Harvard College, Harvard Divinity School, and 
the universities of Bonn and Gottengen. After three years’ 
service as minister at Brunswick, Me., he settled into his life 
pastorate at Portsmouth, N. H., in 1884, As minister and 
minister emeritus he served the Portsmouth church and the 
institutions of the city for half a century. Only afew days before 
his death he enjoyed the celebration of his golden jubilee. 

Robert Wesley Savage was born in 1851 and died in Novem- 
ber. Trained at the Meadville Theological School, he held Uni- 
tarian pastorates at Mt. Pleasant, Mich., Eilsworth, Me., 
Greeley, Colo., Walpole, Mass., Highland Springs and Rich- 
mond, Va., Charlestown, N. H., Winthrop, Mass., and was 
again made pastor at Walpole, Mass., completing nearly forty- 
five years of faithful service. A devoted liberal, gentle, modest, 
self-effacing, always kindly in word and deed, he was a persuasive 
and lovable Christian gentleman. 

Daniel C. Limbaugh was born in Mississippi in 1856. Stu- 
dent, teacher, school-superintendent, principal witn Mrs, Lim- 
baugh of a girls’ academy, which they founded, he established 
Unitarian churches at Dallas and Fort Worth, Texas. While 


his work was mainly educational, he is gratefully remembered for 
his two Unitarian pastorates and for his unfailing sympathy 
with all liberal movements. 

Philip Mercer was born in London, England, in 1886, and 
died in November. Educated in England, and at the University 
of Chicago, he held four Congregational pastorates, and two 
Unitarian settlements, the first at St. Cloud, Minn., and the 
second at Alton, Ill. A tolerant liberal, devoted to his Congre- 
gational traditions, he was held in most cordial regard by his 
parishes and by the Unitarian ministers who had the privilege 
of knowing him. 

William Hanson Pulsford was born in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, in 1859, and died in December. He was educated at Glas- 
gow University, Airesdale Theological School and Gessen. He 
was a Presbyterian minister at Dumfries, Scotland, from 1883 
to 1890, and of the Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in Montreal, 
Canada, from 1890 to 1892. He was minister of the First Unita- 
rian Church in Waltham, Mass., from 1893 to 1901; and of the 
First Church, Chicago, Iil., from 1901 to 1924. He then retired, 
having completed forty-one years of continuous and active ser- 
vice. He was a scholar, particularly erudite in the field of the 
Old Testament. Writing of him one of our best-known ministers 
has said: “‘Dr. Pulsford was a man who gave measureless in- 
spiration to numbers of our younger ministers. He left a profound 
impression upon us and helped to mould us into whatever we 
may be. There was something in him of the stubborn deter- 
mination, something of the twinkling humor, something of the 
deep religious spirit, that underlie the profundity of the Scotch 
character. Of decided originality, scornful of shams, he placed 
continuous emphasis upon personal religion, which he exemplified 
in his own life. We hold his memory in unique reverence.” 

Edward David Towle was born in Boston, Mass., in 18538, 
and died in December. He graduated at Wesleyan University 
and Boston University Theological School. Ordained in 1876, 
he held one Methodist pastorate. He was minister of our Chelsea 
(Mass.) church 1882-1887; Chattanooga, Tenn., 1889-1892; Salem, 
Mass. (Second Church), 1892-1897; Brookline, Mass. (Second 
Church), 1897-190:8; Peabody, Mass., 1902-1922, when he re- 
tired,—a continuous parochial ministry of forty-six years, which 
extended after his retirement in frequent service to many churches. 
He enriched his Unitarian ministry with the warmth and zeal 
which we envy in our Methodist friends. An able preacher, a 
devoted pastor, a seer of many visions. 

Fred Merrifield was born in 1874 and died in February. 
He was educated at the University of Chicago and the Chicago 
Theological Seminary. He held pastorates in the Baptist 
Church for five years, and then preached and taught in Japan from 
1904 to 1907, where he was a friend of the late Dr. Clay Mac- 
Cauley, our beloved Japanese representative. Believing that 
unity in sports is a great promoter of international understanding, 
Mr. Merrifield did much to promote American games among the 
Japanese. Returning to this country in 1907, he was for four 
years the director of the students’ Guild at Ann Arbor, Mich. 
In 1911 he became assistant professor of New Testament litera- 
ture and interpretation at the Theological School of Chicago 
University. From 1923 to 1932 he was the minister of All Souls’ 
Church, Chicago, Ill. From 1988 to the time of his death he was 
minister at Hinsdale, I]. Scholar, teacher, internationalist, guide 
and friend of hundreds of students, a devout Christian optimist. 

Martin Ferry (his surname for convenience had been changed 
from Fereshetian to Ferry) was born in Armenia in 1888 and 
died in February. In 1895, when a child of seven, his father be- 
ing then in the United States, his mother fled with him to Egypt 
to avoid massacre. On this flight the mother died, and the little 
boy was cared for by friends. Later, his father brought him to 
the United States. He was educated at the University of Penn- 
sylvania. In 1916 he graduated from Meadville. From 1916 to 
1918 he was our minister at Kent, Ohio; from 1918 to 1920 at 
Colorado Springs, Colo.; from 1920 to 1929 he was the minister 
of our church at Salem, Ore. In the later years of his pastorate 
he studied law at Willamette University and after his withdrawal 
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from the ministry he practiced law and entered politics. He was 
an enthusiastic American citizen, believing zealously in our fun- 
damental democracy which proclaims universal opportunities 
for all the sons of men. 

Caroline Bartlett Crane was born in 1858 and died in March. 
She was educated at Carthage College, and held the pastorates at 
Bonx Falls, South Dakota, from 1886 to 1889, and at Kalamazoo, 
Mich., from 1889 to 1899. Under her ministry the People’s 
Church was one of the leading institutions of the city. In 1899 she 
married Dr. A. Warren Crane. She gave herself unstintingly to 
work for civic health and cleanliness. Thirty-six years after her 
withdrawal from the ministry and a few months before her death, 
a commemorative tablet with her portrait in bas relief was placed 
in one of the public buildings, and she was designated as “‘the 
first citizen of our city.” 

Johann Petur Solmundsson was born in 1872 and died in 
March. He graduated from the Meadville Theological School 
in 1902. From 1903 to 1910 he was minister of our Icelandic 
Unitarian church at Gimli. Resigning in 1910 he entered busi- 
ness. He is gratefully remembered by his many Icelandic friends 

William H. Blfring was born in Nebraska in 1879 and died 
in November. Educated at North Central College and Union 
Biblical Institute of Illinois, he held five Congregational pas- 
torates, extending from 1909 to 1927. He was minister at 
Fort Collins, Colo., in fellowship both with the Congregational- 
ists and Unitarians from 1927 until his death, a ministry con- 
tinuing without interruption for twenty-seven years. He was 
respected and loved by the Unitarian people in Fort Collins. 


The delegates rose as a mark of respect for the 
memories of these ministers. 

Dr. Cornish welcomed into the Fellowship seven- 
teen new ministers and three affiliated ministers. All 
of them, he said, were well fitted for the ministry in 
“character, scholarly equipment and in high pur- 
pose.”’ 


Herman A. Newman: A. B.—University of Cincinnati; 
B,. D.—Meadville Theological School; Cruft Fellow, studying a 
year abroad. Minister of the First Unitarian Church, Erie, Pa. 

Chadbourne A. Spring: B. §.—Yale University; Candidate 
for B. D. from Meadville Theological School in June, 1935. 

Bradford E. Gale: B. A——Tufts College; S. T. B.—Tufts 
Divinity School. Minister of the Unitarian Congregational 
Society of Lincoln, Mass. 

Walter S. Ryder, coming to us from the Baptists: A. B.— 
Acadia University; B. D.—Rochester Theological Seminary: 
A. M.—University of British Columbia; Ph. B.—University of 
Chicago. Minister First Unitarian Church, Flint, Mich. 

Andrew Banning, from the Christian Reformed Church: 
A. B.—Calvin College; A. M.—University of Michigan; S. T. B. 
—Calvin Theological Seminary; Th. D.—Harvard Divinity 
School. Minister, First Unitarian Congregational Society, Wil- 
ton Center, N. H. 

William B. Rice: Education—Boston Architectural School; 
Harvard Divinity School; Tufts College and Tufts Divinity 
School. Minister, First Parish, Dover, Mass. 

Karl M. C. Chorowsky, from the Evangelical Synod: Wart- 
burg Coliege—A. B.; Wartburg Seminary; M. A.—University of 
Wisconsin. 

Clarence L. Curtice, from the Universalists: New Hamp- 
shire University; Boston University; Tufts School of Religion. 
Minister of the Unitarian Church in Reading, Mass. 

Harold C. Cutbill, from the Congregationalists: B. S.— 
Wesleyan University; S. T. B.—Boston University School of 
Theology; Special work at Harvard Divinity School; M. R. E.— 
Boston University School of Religious Education. Minister, 
Third Religious Society in Dorchester, Mass. 

George G. Howard, from the Methodists: A. B.—Syracuse 
University; Special work at Harvard University and. Union 
Theological Seminary. Minister, Hackensack Unitarian Con- 
gregational Church, Hackensack, N. J. 


Richard M. Steiner, from the Friends and Congregation- |, 
alists: B. A—Grinnell College; M. A—University of Michigan; 
B. D.—Chicago Theological Seminary. Minister, Church of | 
Our Father, Portland, Oregon. | 

Carl A. Storm, from the Universalists: A. B. and S. T. B.— | 
Tufts College and Tufts Divinity School. Minister, First Uni- | 
tarian Church of Edmonton, Alberta. 

James H. Woods, from the Congregationalists: Coburn 
Classical Institute; S. B —Colby College; S. T. B.—Harvard 
Divinity School. 

George D. Frazier, Universalist (Affiliated): Cazenovia Semi- 
nary; Asbury College; Syracuse University; B. S.—St. Lawrence 
University; Canton Theological School. Minister, Universalist 
Church, Caribou, Me. 

Joseph Barth: Creighton University; Kansas Wesleyan Uni- 
versity; Ph. B.—University of Chicago; Candidate for B. D. 
at Meadville Theological Sdhool in June 1985. Minister, Chan- 
ning Church, Newton, Mass. 

Kenneth R. Hutchinson, Universalist (Affiliated): Pasadena 
Junior College; B. S. and B. D.—St. Lawrence University; 
Graduate work University of Southern California. Assistant 
minister, Universalist Church, Pasadena, Calif. 

George E. O’Dell, Ethical Culture (Affiliated): Polytechnic 
School, London; University of London; Columbia University. 
Secretary, lecturer and managing editor for the American Ethical 
Union, New York City. 

Wallace W. Robbins: B. 8.—Tufts College; Candidate for 
B. D. at Meadville Theologica! School in June, 1935. Minister, 
First Unitarian Church, Alton, Il. 

Joseph T. Salek: Ph. B.—University of Chicago; Candidate 
for B. D. at Meadville Theological School, June, 1935. Minister, 
Fourth Unitarian Congregationa! Church, Flatbush, N. Y. 

Harold H. Wright, from the Congregationalists: B. A—Yale 
University; Yale Graduate School; Chicago Theological Seminary. 
Minister, Federated Church (Unitarian-Congregational). El 
Paso, Texas. 


In an enthusiastic short speech, Ernest W. Kueb- 
ler, the new secretary of the Department of Religious 
Education, who has studied in Kansas City College, 
Northwestern University, Boston University, and 
Yale, emphasized the importance of the great work 
of religious education. Plato asked for children and 
a happy garden, and he would make a beautiful 
world. This ideal is not for today. Rather the 
attitude of Jesus is demanded in his attempt to keep 
his followers from evil. The key-note in religious 
education today is the importance of a living ex- 
perience, not any allegiance to worn-out sanctities. 
Its aim is to create the religious life. Its method is to 
promote religion in life’s adventures and strengthen 
a inspiration in the life of the growing 
child. 

The delegates then listened to three earnest pleas 
for the schools under Unitarian auspices. Rey. 
Herbert Hitchen, minister of the First Unitarian So- 
ciety in Newton, Mass., spoke of the grave danger the 
Association ran of losing both Proctor Academy and 
the services of Mr. and Mrs. Carl B. Wetherell. In 
spite of the fact that the equipment of the school has 
increased in value more than thirty percent during 
Mr. Wetherell’s headmastership, and in spite of the 
fact that the graduates of the school were achieving — 
higher standing than the universities of the country 
the school is in serious difficulties, due largely to a 
crushing load of debt from the past. This indebted- 
ness 1s now over $60,000. The school is able to main- 
tain itself free from debt today. Its difficulties come 
from these old mortgages and debts. If these can be 
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leared away, there is nothing that can hold the school 
yack. Mr. Hitchen compared the attitude of Uni- 
arians towards Proctor with that of the Baptist de- 
jomination towards Colby College, a near neighbor 
ff Proctor. When this college was in difficulties the 
saptist denomination rallied to its support financially 
ind morally, and it is today one of the really flourish- 
ng girls’ colleges in the country. The Unitarian de- 
lomination can certainly do the same. In a fervent 
yppeal to the delegates, Mr. Hitchen urged them to 
tand by Mr. and Mrs. Wetherell and give them a 
ighting chance to make this school a credit to the 
lenomination. 

Dr. Minot Simons, minister of All Souls’ Church, 
New York, spoke for Hackley School, Tarrytown, 
VY. Y., founded in 1899 by Mrs. Caleb Brewster 
dackley, and further endowed by Mrs. Charles 
xoodhue. It was founded to provide a first-class 
reparatory school for boys of Unitarian families. 
t has always been under Unitarian headmasters. 
whe first headmaster was Rev. Theodore Chickering 
Nilliams, who set the high tradition that has always 
een followed. Dr. Simons urged Unitarian parents 
o consider this excellent school, where the boys would 
e free from that pervasive propaganda which isal- 
7ays present in denominational schools of other 
hurches to which most boys are sent. Here the ideals 
nd traditions of their own church would mould and 
orm the boys. 

The delegates heard of the Stoneleigh-Prospect 
fil] School for girls from the chairman of the board of 
rustees, Joseph T. Bartlett, Jr., of Greenfield, Mass. 
here the school is situated. -The school was founded 
nder Unitarian auspices in 1869. It has had a varied 
istory. In 19380 it was entirely rebuilt and reopened 
s a first-class college preparatory girls’ school under 
he very capable direction of Miss Cressler and Miss 
umner. Their aim is to cultivate simplicity and 
ood judgment in their pupils. 

‘The Commission of Appraisal presented a pre- 
minary report of its findings. Both Rev. Frederick 
{. Eliot, chairman of the Commission, and Dr. H. 
aul Douglass, director of studies of the Commission, 
ave brief summaries of their work. Dr. Douglass re- 
srred humorously to the five types of Unitarianism 
hich seemed to be emerging from their studies, two 
atic and three dynamic. The problem of the de- 
omination was to obtain some potent unity from 
1e dynamic forces, which of themselves tended to run 
ff at a tangent from the main body, and form sys- 
ams and satellites of their own. In them, Dr. Doug- 
ss, believed, lay the future power of the denomination, 
nd he himself expressed both hope and faith in their 
otentialities for reviving the whole church and 
ally carrying forward the real genius of the Unitarian 
hurech. Mr. Eliot then read the preliminary report 
f the Commission, which is printed in full in this 
sue of The Register. 

The afternoon session was opened by a short 
svotional service conducted by Rev. Wilburn Beach 
filler, minister of Unity Church, Brockton, Mass. 

“The Future of Unitarianism’ was discussed 
riefly by Dr. Clarence Reed, minister of the First 
nitarian Church, Oakland, Calif. The future of 
ny organization depends primarily upon what it is 


making of the present. Slavery to the past and sell- 
ing out to the future are the two foes of progress. 
The supreme need of today is to attain a standard of 
value by which to live. That standard of values is 
found in God, the symbol of man’s highest personal 
and social ideals. There is need also for a modern 
Bible, not one sacred book, but a growing library of 
books containing all that is of ethical and religious 
worth in the writing éf men everywhere and of all 
time. The future of Unitarianism depends upon the 
development of a prophetic ministry and a conse- 
crated laity. Both must relate religion to the varied 
activities of life, and give radiance and inspiration to 
others. ‘“‘Disinterested goodness, an all-consuming 
love for mankind, broad sympathy, and a willingness 
to make sacrifices for one’s convictions are the means 
whereby it is possible to create a better economic, 
political, and social order.”’ 

There was a much larger attendance than usual at 
this session, attracted by the presentation of the report 
of the Department of Social Relations, which has 
aroused wide-spread discussions both about the re- 
lationship of religion to the secular world, and about 
the relationship of any one department of the Associa- 
tion to the Association as a whole. This discussion 
is reported elsewhere in this issue of The Register. 

The delegates then voted in favor of the follow- 
ing resolutions: 


Whereas, Proctor Academy has for so many years done 
splendid work under Unitarian auspices, maintaining high aca- 
demic standards and filling the distinct need for a moderately 
priced preparatory school that puts its emphasis on character- 
building, and, whereas, this institution is éndangered by a heavy 
burden of past indebtedness which must be cleared if the school 
is to maintain its integrity and advance in effectiveness, 

Be it resolved, that this annual meeting of the American Uni- 
tarian Association warmly endorses the work of the school and 
recommends to the churches that they rally to its financial and 
moral support. 


Be it resolved, That the delegates of the American Unitarian 
Association assembled in their annual meeting deplore the steady 
legalizing of gambling in all forms and in particular the estab- 
lishment of state or municipal lotteries. 


The general feeling prevailed that this session of 
the annual meetings of the American Unitarian As- 
sociation had been brought face to face with the most 
fundamental principles upon which the Association 
rests. The Commission of Appraisal has proved that 
it can throw light upon the path that Unitarianism 
may followin the future. It should prove a steadying 
and a guiding influence on all future policies of the 


Unitarian Church. 
* ok * 


RAIN 

A. Cleonice Warren 
A vibrant veil of silver rain comes down 
Aslant the fields, dimming familiar sights 
All grey as mantled nuns. 
Now all the thirsty, growing things are glad; 
I hear them drinking giratefully, 
Like babes content, with sleepy eyes 
Upon their mothers’ breasts. 


My spirit, too, relaxes with the rain 
And feels at rest! 
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General Alliance Week at Star Island, July 13-20 


“This is a holy island,” we said, nearly 
twenty years ago, “holy because it will 
be hallowed by prayer and meditation, and 
the counseling of earnest-hearted men 
and women.” 

This prediction is still being fulfilled, 
perhaps never more so than in the Alliance 
Week for this year. Come to the “holy 
isle,’ Alliance women, and receive a 
spiritual quickening. 

The minister for the week will be Dr. 
Frederick R. Griffin of Philadelphia, Pa. 
He will conduct the morning chapel ser- 
vices, also the symbolic communion service, 
and the sunset service, 

The lecturer is to be Rev. John C. Petrie 
of Memphis, Tenn. His general subject is 
“The Leadership of Jesus,” 

There will be held the usual morning 
conferences for committee work. On 
Monday Religious Education; Tuesday, 
Evening Alliance; Wednesday, a round- 
table for four committees—International, 
Cheerful Letter, Program, and Finance. 
On Thursday, an original skit covering 
many phases of Alliance work will be pre- 
sented—‘‘A Charge to Keep.” On Friday, 
Mrs. Thomas G. Rees, president of the 
General Alliance, will speak on Appeals, 
and lead a conference for presidents. 

Evening programs will be varied and 
delightful. Dr. Charles E. Park will give 
a stereopticon address on ‘‘Clipper Ships.” 
Mrs. John R. Williams will direct a Celia 
Thaxter pageant. Miss Clara Butler of 
“the Barnstormers” will present a play. 
Dr. H. Paul Douglass is to lead a panel 
discussion on the questions of the Appraisal 
Commission. At the banquet on Friday, 
Miss Agnes Costigan, vice-president for 
Canada, will be toastmistress. 

The musical evening promises a treat; 
Mrs. Payson Miller, soprano, and Leonard 
Wood, violinist, are the artists. 

Candlelight services will be led by Al- 
liance women. Other usual features are 
planned. 

The registration fee is $3, and should be 
sent with application for rooms to Mrs. 
Charles P. Wellman, 83 Arlington Road, 
Woburn, Mass. Fees will not be returned 
after rooms have been assigned. 

The committee consists of the following: 
Mrs. John W. Baker, Providence, R. I.; 
Mrs. Alfred M. Butler, West Roxbury, 
Mass.; Miss Helen W. Greenwood, Leomin- 
ster, Mass.; Mrs. H. B. Hartwell, Waltham, 
Mass.; Mrs. Royden C. Leonard, North 
Easton, Mass.; Mrs. J. Jarvis Preble, 
Newton Highlands, Mass.; Mrs. John R. 
Williams, Rochester, N. Y.; Mrs. Charles 
P, Wellman (treasurer), Woburn, Mass.; 
and Mrs. Russell P. Wise (chairman), 
Arlington, Mass. 


A Day at the Shoals 


A special attraction of Alliance Week is 
the new feature for the year called “A 
Day at the Shoals,”’ which will provide an 
opportunity for those who cannot spend a 
full week to visit “‘Star,’’ meet Alliance 
friends, and receive a good measure of in- 
spiration and information from the speak- 
ers of the day. 

On Monday, July 15, a boat will leave 
the wharf in Portsmouth at 8.15 a. m. 
(Daylight Saving Time), arriving at Star 
Island in time for Mr. Petrie’s lecture on 
“Jesus: The Founder of a Universal 
Faith.” Next, the delegates-for-a-day 
may attend the conference on religious 
education. After lunch, another formal 
conference on the same subject will end 
before the boat leaves at 3.30 p. m. to 
return to Portsmouth. 

It is most important to notify, well in 
advance, Mrs. Bertram Bernnard, Curtis 
Street, Winchester, Mass., of your inten- 
tion to make the trip. There must be at 
least twenty-five registrations for this 
boat, to ensure the trip. 

Helen G. Wise, 
Chairman of the Shoals Commiitee 


* * 


“MISSIONS OF HOPE”’ 


A recent book reviewed in The Christian 
Register bears the title “‘“Missions of Hope: 
Men and Women of Far Horizons.” The 
Post Office Mission is convinced that, as 
far as time and space go, its members are 
real missionaries. In looking through the 
records for the year we find we have re- 
ceived letters from Singapore and Manila, 
Spain and China, Mexico and Norway, 
and from almost every one of the United 
States. Our nearest letter came from 
Boston, Mass. Some of the letters, if 
we could print them, would tell such touch- 
ing stories that the work of our committee 
might claim the appellation—‘‘Missions 
of Hope.” 

At the April conference for Post Office 
Mission workers, Miss F. Ethel Kittredge 
arranged an interesting program. Four 
committees were represented: the Fel- 
lowship Committee by Miss Lucy Lowell; 
the Friendly Links by Miss Mary F. Gill; 
the Cheerful Letter Exchange by Mrs. 
Harry A. Stevens, and the Post Office Mis- 
sion by Mrs. Edward M. Dodge. Each 
told of the work of her special committee. 
Cooperation was the subject, and Mrs. 
Dodge, the former chairman of Post Office 
Mission, spoke delightfully of the fine 
spirit of friendship existing between these 
committees. 

It was a gay meeting, the speeches were 
crisp and pithy. No one who was present 


| 
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at this meeting could fail to understan 
either the individuality of ‘the four l¢| 
ter-writing committees,” or their joy || 
working together. \ 
Maria Forbush Dewson, || 
Chairman of the Committee on Post Offiy} 
Mission. 
* * 


“LOVELY AS A TREE” 


The General Alliance is like a splendij 
tree, deeply rooted, with every branch a 


twig putting forth leaves which are turne| 


upward and outward, and bearing gooll 
fruit. Like any tree, its root must ‘i 


nourished, its branches must be traine# 


and pruned if need there be. | 

The branch committees are the twigi 
and can bear great weight of fruit if the} 
do not lose their flexibility and groy 
brittle. May they sway to the breezg 
but never snap off and become dead sticks 


Let all Alliance women cooperate in ai f 


that it may not be dwarfed, but live iq 
grace and beauty, bearing fruit which wi 


Helen E. Dodge. 
(At the Posi Office Mission Conference.| 
# ok 


PROGRAM INDEX 


The Program Committee reports a new 
card-catalogue system. One box is lad 
beled ‘‘Courses,”’ and on the cards withiry 
are names of courses which have bee i 
given with success. There are such titles 
as these: “Religion in Art,” ‘Every-da 
Sources of Inspiration,” ‘Our Unitarian 
Missions,” and “Great Women of the 
Bible.” | 

Another box is labeled ‘‘Subjects,” andl 
the cards give subjects such as “‘Movies,’ 
“Music,” “The Bible,” and the names off 
people who speak on these subjects. The 
third box contains names of speakers and 
the titles of their addresses. These cards} 
will be of great value to branch program| 
committees, and may be seen at the office| 
at 25 Beacon Street, Boston. 

* cS 


GLEANINGS FROM DIRECTORS 


In a Connecticut branch a debate was 
held. The question was, ‘Resolved that 
the women should hold the family purse- 
strings.” 

An effort to cultivate the cheerful side 
of living was aided by a talk on “People 
who have or are doing fine things for the 
world.” ; 

Keene, N. H., held its 101st annual meet- 
ing in April. The annual parish supper 
was served between the Alliance and 
Church meetings. 

One director judges her branches by the 
percent of women who attend church 
and the number who are subscribers to, 
or readers of The Christian Register. 
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Banner Branches: 1935 


It is heartening indeed, to be able to 
report 148 branches with an increase 
of membership. There must be truth in 
the statement that new zeal for religious 
work is appearing. We congratulate these 
branches, for they will be more effective 


Berkeley, Calif. 

Fresno, Calif. 
Hollywood, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Oakland, Calif. 
Redlands, Calif. 
Sacramento, Calif. 

Santa Barbara, Calif. 
Fort Collins, Colo. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Wilmington, Del. 
Washington, D. C. 
Orlando, Fla. 

St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Alton, Tl. 

Bloomington, Ill. 
Chicago, Ill., First. 
Chicago, Ill., Unity. 
Hinsdale, Il. 

Shelbyville, Il. 

Quincy, Ill. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Heywood. 
Indianapolis, Ind., Morelight. 
Salina, Kans. 

Topeka, Kans. 

Wichita, Kans. 
Louisville, Ky., First. 
New Orleans, La. 
Castine, Me. 

Ellsworth, Me. 

Houlton, Me. 

Portland, Me. 

Presque Isle, Me. 

Saco, Me. 

Sanford, Me. 

Baltimore, Md. 
Arlington, Mass. 
Arlington, Mass., Evening. 
Attleboro, Mass. 
Barnstable, Mass. 

Barre, Mass., Evening. 
Belmont, Mass. 
Bernardston, Mass. 
Boston, Mass., First. 
Brewster, Mass. 
Bridgewater, Mass. 
Brookfield, Mass. 
Brookline, Mass., First. 
Brookline, Mass., Second. 
Cambridge, Mass., Third. 
Canton, Mass. 

Concord, Mass. 
Dorchester, Mass., Channing. 
Dorchester, Mass., Christ. 
Dorchester, Mass., First. 
Dover, Mass.’ 

Duxbury, Mass. 

East Bridgewater, Mass. 
Framingham, Mass. 
Greenfield, Mass. 

Groton, Mass. 

Holyoke, Mass. 
Hopedale, Mass. 


with the new membership and the added 
numbers. And we congratulate the Gen- 
eral Alliance, for these figures prove that 
the “‘splendid tree” is providing nourish- 
ment for its “branches and twigs,” and 
that they are not becoming ‘‘dead sticks.” 


Hubbardston, Mass. 
Kingston, Mass. 
Leicester, Mass. 
Littleton, Mass. 

Lowell, Mass. 
Middleboro, Mass. 
Nantucket, Mass. 
Natick, Mass. 

Natick, Mass., Evening. 
Needham, Mass. 
Needham, Mass., Evening. 
Newburyport, Mass. 
Northboro, Mass. 

North Easton, Mass. 
Northfield, Mass. 
Norton, Mass. 
Plymouth, Mass. 
Quiney, Mass., Evening. 
Reading, Mass. 

Salem, Mass., First. 
Sharon, Mass. 
Sherborn, Mass. 
Somerville, Mass. 
Taunton, Mass. 
Vineyard Haven, Mass. 
Watertown, Mass. 
Wellesley Hills, Mass. 
West Bridgewater, Mass. 
West Roxbury, Mass. 
West Upton, Mass. 
Weston, Mass. 
Westwood, Mass. 
Woburn, Mass. 

Detroit, Mich. 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Duluth, Minn. 

St. Paul, Minn. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Charlestown, N. H. 
Concord, N. H. 
Franklin, N. H. 
Lebanon, N. H. 
Peterboro, N. H. 
Hackensack, N. J. 
Montelair, N. J. 
Plainfield, N. J. 
Ridgewood, N. J. 
Rutherford, N. J. 
Buffalo, N. Y., Evening. 
Dunkirk, N. Y. 
Hamburg, N. Y. 
Jamestown, N. Y., Evening. 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 

New York, N. Y., All Souls’. 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Syracuse, N. Y., Applebee. 


Trove Ney. 
White Plains, N. Y. 
Yonkers, N. Y. 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Cleveland, Ohio, Evening. 
Toledo, Ohio. 

Eugene, Ore. 

Erie, Pa. 

Germantown, Pa. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Lancaster, Pa. 

Meadville, Pa. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Philadelphia, Pa., Evening. 
Newport, R. I. 
Charleston, S. C. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Houston, Tex. 

Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Montpelier, Vt. 

Windsor, Vt. 

Lynchburg, Va. 
Richmond, Va. 

Spokane, Wash. 

Madison, Wis. 

Ottawa, Ont. 


* * 


GRATIFYING RESPONSE 


The Appea's list for this year has been 
closed after a gratifying response from the 
Alliance branches. Not all the Appeals 
have been filled, the amount of undesig- 
nated contributions not being sufficient 
to complete those that were lacking; some 
have been substantially over-subscribed— 
Ministers’ Widows and Dependent Daugh- 
ters, Proctor Academy, and Star Island 
Renovation. Practically the same number 
of branches have contributed this year, 
among them many who can always be de- 
pended upon to assist Appeals to the full 
extent of their ability, and while some 
branches necessarily have had to curtail 
their expenditures, their places have been 
taken by more than twenty new contribu- 
tors. The Appeals Committee, as well as 
the many recipients, are grateful for the 
generosity of the old and the new friends 
among the branches and are appreciative 
also of the expression of interest and help- 
fulness in this department of Alliance 
work. 

Marion P. Walkley, Chairman. 


* * 


R. E. BOOKLET 


The Committee on Religious Education 
will issue a new booklet in June. This 
will contain many valuable suggestions for 
chairmen of the branch committees. There 
are lists of things the committee can do for 
the church school and for the branch 
Alliance, and, most important of all, many 
practical ideas for self-education. A pro- 
gram for increasing the spiritual energies 
of adults is needed as well as one for chil- 
dren. Send to Headquarters for this help- 
ful pamphlet. 


General Alliance Reporter 
25 Beacon Street 


Boston, Mass. 
Mrs. Carol Hartwell, Hditor 
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BUILDING ON SAFE FOUNDATIONS 


O note for years has been struck so emphatically 
at the annual meetings of the American Uni- 
tarian Association as that upon cooperation 

at this year’s meetings. In the background through- 
out this session was the feeling of the near presence of 
something akin to fascism. A fear is widespread that 
this country is on the threshold of an American fas- 
cism—different from that of other countries, but the 
same in essence. With this fear is also present a faith 
in cooperative action as the only alternative to this 
imminent danger. Groups have spontaneously formed 
themselves and have been formed willingly and 
definitely to consider what group action can be taken 
to spread abroad the principles of liberal thought and 
liberal action to form a basis of resistance against 
threatened attempts at regimented thought and regi- 
mented life. 

Many have been made aware for the first time 
that in the Unitarian Church they have a heritage 
which is worthy of study and worthy of allegiance. 
There has been a notable lack of both interest in and 
real enthusiasm for the history of the church, and a 
general ignoring of the fact that the Unitarian Church, 
in spite of its constant tendency to disintegrate, due 
to its weakness of organization, faces present and fu- 
ture change less encumbered than almost all other 
churches. It iss remarkable how many men and 
women who have very recently associated themselves 
with Unitarianism have doneso on exactly this ground, 
that in it is unbounded potentiality for adaptation to 
and control of events. It can grow and it can change 
by virtue of its organization and its faith. This was 
particularly emphasized in the preliminary report of 
the Commission of Appraisal. 

The Christian Register wishes to cooperate with all 
of these cooperative groups, in publishing the results 
achieved by them. It feels that there is no limit to 
the discovery, clarification and exemplification of 
fundamental principles that can be attained by ra- 
tional discussion in a spirit of open-minded and far- 
sighted devotion to the general good of individuals 
and of the whole community. On this basis the 


Miles Hanson 
Frank O. Holmes 
Charles R. Joy 
Arthur B. Smith 


church was founded and upon it it will continue to} 
stand, regardless of the passing spirit of the times. 
Miles Hanson, Jr. 


* Ox 


RETHINKING RELIGION 


UST how do we expect our religion to work? Do |) 
we espouse the principle of the Golden Rule— 

“do as you would be done by’? Have we any, 
confidence in the practicability of ‘turn to him the 
other cheek’? Assuming that we call ourselves” 
“Christians,” exactly what is that in faith and prac- 
tice? A hundred such embarrassing questions rise 
up to disturb us these days. Or, perhaps, we can re- 
gard ourselves as disciples of the Nazarene without 
compunction as to war, economic injustice, and the 
like, finding ample justification for our attitude on) 
grounds that the end result of to “let him have thy | 
cloak also”’ would be more disastrous than resistance. | 
We are ready to endorse the “‘Sermon on the Mount.” | 
Our ministers must assure us that they believe in the | 
teachings of Jesus. Like our orthodox brethren we | 
crowd the church on Easter Sunday for the express | 
purpose of being told that we are immortal, even | 
though we insist that we need no vicarious atonement | 
as means of admission to eternal bliss. 

These and many other queries and observations 
of facts are convincing of the necessity for rethinking — 
religion. Even we who call ourselves Unitarians have | 
been all too easy in accepting traditional views, per- |} 
mitting them to be sentimentally imposed upon | 
modern forms of living. We have been afraid of ra- | 
tional thinking, at times complaining that our minis- 
ters lecture too much and inspire too little. We insist 
upon preparation for war, and we are ready to fight 
other Christian (sic) nations. We love our country 
and denounce all active efforts to ameliorate the con- 
dition of the poor. 

Let it not be supposed that the way out is to rush 
from one sentimentalism to another. Extremists 
are nearly always wrong, and generally the left-wing 
radicals produce the right wing. Some of us are aiding © 
and abetting the one side and some of us the other. | 
A more rational position to take would be to adopt | 
radicalism in its definitive meaning, i. e., to attempt to | 
go to the root of the matter. Was Jesus right when 
he said, ‘‘go with him twain’’? If we think go let us | 
see an example of it in action. If we think not, let us | 
frankly renounce such teaching. It is infinitely more | 
important to develop a rational, workable religious | 
philosophy than to emotionally attach ourselves to a | 
tradition of which we do not intend to make practical | 
use. Even though, in terms of modern psychology, — 
we now recognize that normal living is well-balanced 
living, we still permit ourselves to possess conflicting — 
emotions, and then rationalize what we hear on a 
Sunday so that when we do something different on 
Monday our consciences will not disturb us. Nor are 
people consciously hypocritical in so doing. It all 
results from that confusion brought about by super- 
imposing a traditional religion upon changed modes of 


social living. 


While we are engaged in the present generally 
approved appraisal, let us include rethinking religion. 
Ernest Caldecott. 
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Council Meeting Reviews Upturn in 


League Affairs Since September 


Dr. Frank W. Scott Chosen President—Endorsement of A. U. A.’s Social 
Relations Policy—New Partnership Urged—Two Amendments 


Revivals and reorganizations of nine 
chapters of the Unitarian Laymen’s 
League since last September and a steady 
increase in memberships since January 1 
over the corresponding months last year 
were encouraging items reported at the 
meeting of the League’s Council in Boston, 
Mass., May 20. The increase in chapters 
was the direct result of the good work of 
the Chapter Counsellors, the League’s 
volunteer field men, the report of the 
secretary, Ralph A. MacGilvra, pointed out. 

By not only these computable achieve- 
ments but also by unmeasurable evidences 
of renewed interest and zeal, ample testi- 
mony came forward at the two Council 
sessions and the League’s annual meeting 
during Anniversary Week that the depres- 
sion for the League was on the way out 
and that the tide of the League’s fortunes 
had turned for the better. 

Rebirth of League groups took place at 
Ayer, Gardner, Leominster and Melrose, 
Mass., Memphis, Tenn., New Brighton, 
N. Y., Quincey, Ill., Topeka and Wichita, 
Kans. From January through April of 
this year, there was an accession of 213 
members, as compared with ninety-six 
during the same period last year. The 
number of dropped and deceased members 
was the same for both periods—107. 
This means that these four months regis- 
tered a net gain in memberships of 106, 
aS compared with a net loss of eleven in 
these same four months of 1934. 

Matters of inside League interest chiefly 
occupied the Council meetings May 20 
and 21, but time was taken at the first 
meeting to ratify the resolutions passed at 
the recent Mid-Western Convention of 
the League, including one that endorsed 
the policy of the American Unitarian 
Association with respect to its Department 
of Social Relations. By this action the 
League Council unanimously endorsed 
‘the policy of the American Unitarian 
Association in maintaining a Department 
of Social Relations to study and report on 
social, economic, and international ques- 
ions, and to recommend, in its own right 
ind on its own responsibility, programs for 
ocial action in accord with the ideals of 
iberal religion.’”’ The resolution went on 
o urge careful study of the department’s 
‘Program of Social Action” by all League 
chapters. 

Another important resolution ratified 
yy the Council recommended the carrying 
ut of the project for cooperative thinking 
nd endeavor by ministers and laymen, 
‘nown as the New Partnership, “in the 
lope that the plan, successfully employed 
n our churches, will commend itself to 
Il religious fellowships of the nation.” 


Other resolutions recommended the use of 
the Western Conference office as Mid- 
Western headquarters for the League, 
urged entrance of the United States into 
the World Court and the League of Na- 
tions, and felicitated President Roosevelt 
on the appointment of William Gorham 
Rice, a Unitarian, as the first United States 


Frank W. Scott 


labor commissioner at the League of Na- 
tions office in Geneva. 

Dr. Frank W. Scott, editor-in-chief of 
D. C. Heath and Company, Boston text- 
book publishers, member of the League 
Council, president of the League chapter 
and chairman of the executive committee 
of the Unitarian Church in Newton Centre, 
Mass., was elected president of the League 
at the annual meeting of the Council, 
May 21. He succeeds Herbert C. Parsons, 
who has served in the presidency four 
years. 

Dr. Scott is the co-author of many text- 
books in English, and was formerly head 
of the department of English at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, where he founded and 
for seventeen years had charge of the 
schoo! of journalism. He is the author of 
“Newspapers and Periodicals of Illinois,” 
of the chapter on newspapers in the ‘‘Cam- 
bridge History of American Literature,” 
of several biographies of journalists in the 
American Dictionary of Biography, and 
of many articles and reviews. He has 
been a member of the Laymen’s League 
since its founding, first at Urbana, IIl., 
and now at Newton Centre. Last year 
he was chosen to the Council of the League 
and appointed to its executive committee. 


Mr. Parsons, who was the guest of honor 
at a testimonial dinner May 20, and John 
B. Nash of New York City were chosen 
honorary vice-presidents, and these vice- 
presidents were re-elected: Duncan U. 
Fletcher of Jacksonville, Fla., Percy W. 
Gardner of Providence, R. I., William 
Roger Greeley of Lexington, Mass., Hon. 
Morton D. Hull of Chicago, Ill., Hon. 
Jesse H. Metcalf of Providence, Hon. 
William R. Pattangall of Augusta, Me., 
James R. Pearson of Montreal, Canada, 
Henry R. Scott of Boston, and Ralph W. 
Wilbur of Portland, Ore. 

Other officers re-elected were: Ralph A. 
MacGilvra of Wellesley Hills, Mass., sec- 
retary; Henry D. Sharpe of Providence, 
treasurer; and Joseph A. Newton of Provi- 
dence, assistant treasurer. 

Of seven new members of the Council 
chosen by mail ballot, five are chapter 
counsellors for their districts: Carl T. 
Banks of Lynn, Mass., William J. Burns of 
Topeka, Kans., J. Ward Healey of Leomin- 
ster, Mass., Curtis M. Hilliard of Wellesley, 
Hills, Mass., and W. Saxton Seward of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Marshall B. Dalton of 
West Newton, Mass., and Ralph F. Fuchs 
of St. Louis, Mo., were the two other 
members elected. 

In view of the success of already exist- 
ing federations of League chapters, James 
W. Anderson, director of volunteer field 
work, presented the recommendation, and 
the Council approved it, that the chapter 
counsellor districts be organized into 
federations. Mr. Anderson made many 
constructive suggestions for strengthening 
the organizational and field work of the 
League and outlined his plans for the im- 
mediate future. 

Progress in the New Partnership plan 
was reviewed by Harold M. Davis of 
Nashua, N. H. The Council approved 
his suggestion that the project now be 
formally presented to the Unitarian Min- 
isterial Union and to other organized 
groups of ministers in the country, and 
instructed the executive committee ac- 
cordingly. A lengthy discussion of the re- 
spective share of the minister and his 
laymen in the partnership reinforced in 
the minds of everyone present a funda- 
mental feature of the plan, vi:., that, to 
the mutual discussion of social questions, 
the minister presents in his sermons the 
spiritual and ethical considerations, the 
laymen contribute their practical experi- 
ence. 

Two amendments to the League con- 
stitution were ratified at the annual meet- 
ing of the League, and are now effective. 
One provides that the president shall 
hereafter serve a term of two years. The 
other stipulates that no salaried officer 
other than the president shall have a vote 
in the Council. The League president 
serves without salary and no paid officers 
have ever voted, but the change is made 
as a fundamentally sound policy of govern- 
ment. 
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Laymen in Tribute to Mr. Parsons 


President Barbour of Brown University is chief speaker at 
League’s annual meeting 


President Clarence A. Barbour was the 
principal speaker at the sixteenth annual 
meeting of the Unitarian Laymen’s League, 
held Monday night of Anniversary Week 
in Lorimer Hall of Tremont Temple in 
Boston, Mass. Members of the Unitarian 
Fellowship for Social Justice were guests 
of the League on this occasion, as circum- 
stances had forced the cancelation of the 
separate meeting of the Fellowship earlier 
that evening. Rev. George L. Thompson, 
president of that organization, spoke on 
“The Purpose and Impulse of the Unitarian 
Fellowship for Socjal Justice.” 

Herbert C. Parsons presided and gave a 
short address on the eve of his retirement 
from four years of the League’s presidency. 

A dinner in honor of President Parsons 
preceded the annual meeting. Tributes of 
respect and affection were paid to him by 
those who spoke at the dinner and by those 
who wrote or telegraphed their regrets at 
being unable to attend. Federic H. Fay, 
member of the Council and of the executive 
committee, was toastmaster. Members of 
the Council, officers and staff members 
who had served under Mr. Parsons, were 
at the table. 

Mr. Parsons’s predecessor in office, Percy 
W. Gardner, wrote of Mr. Parsons: “‘He 
has brought to the office a youthful vigor 
of spirit that any man half his years may 
wel! envy. With high vision and calm 
assurance he has led us on through perilous 
times. With all of this, he has added such 
a full measure of whimsical kindness and 
gentleness of spirit as to win the love and 
affection of all of us. He has put the 
League and each of us in his everlasting 
debt, but with the consciousness that he is 
a spiritual creditor whom we glory to owe.” 

Mr. Fay rejoiced that the League would 
still have the benefit of Mr. Parsons’s 
counsel. John B. Nash of New York City 
declared that the recent rebirth of the 
League had been completely due to the 
inspiration of the retiring president. The 
budget, he said, had been balanced on a 
steadily decreasing income without im- 
pairing efficiency. This condition cannot 
go on, but the foundation of future ad- 
vances is still here. Mr. Nash paid tribute 
to Mr. Parsons for the establishment of 
the chapter-counsellor system and for the 
“ebulliency and tact”? with which he had 
managed the affairs of the organization. 

William C. Crawford, in his own witty 
fashion, dilated on the character, the dis- 
position, the intelligence and charm of Mr. 
Parsons, and strove to explain “how he 
got that way.’”’ Frank W. Scott of Newton, 
Mass., who had been nominated as Mr. 
Parsons’s successor, declared that he had 
never known what was completely meant 
by the “brotherhood of man” until he had 
known Mr. Parsons. He paid tribute to 


Mr. Parsons for being ‘‘a liberal in all hu- 
man relations.” 

Mr. Parsons was visibly overcome, but 
he responded felicitously. ‘‘I discount the 
tributes paid to me,”’ he said, “but there is 
no discount of the friendship and comrade- 
ship that have inspired them.” He as- 
sured the men that, among several presi- 
dencies he held, this one stood out for its 
rewarding experiences, and that they were 
not “getting rid of him” as far as interest 
and participation in the affairs of the 
League were concerned. ‘“‘You have given 
me a jewel,” he concluded. “I knew it 
existed but you have given it to me in a 
new setting.” ‘‘The spirit of this meeting 
is one not of ‘farewell’ but of ‘hail,’ ” said 
Mr. Fay in adjourning the gathering. 

At the annual meeting, President Par- 
sons spoke of the expression, “‘It seems to 
me,” as being typical of the liberal frame 
of mind. The expression ‘‘avoids finality” 
and ‘“‘denotes a becoming modesty.’ In 
closing he said: 

“The worth of the phrase ‘It seems to 
me’ as expressive of a habit of thought 
and speech is particularly commended to 
liberal laymen. To the true liberal it is a 
needless injunction. He keeps the prob- 
lems of life in their right proportions. 
His mind is constantly open to new truth. 
He examines every new proposal, each new 
claim upon his judgment and conscience, 
with critical test both of its worth and its 
weight. He defers with a courtesy which 
is not a manner but a principle to the one 
with whom he may not fully agree. He 
realizes the possible errors of human 
reasoning, including his own. He strives 
to discover the fundamental under the 
confusions of the superficial, and the per- 
manent under the fogs of the evanescent. 
He is calm, serious, deliberative. Therein 
and thereby he is strong, enduring, and 
useful to the world.” 

Recalling the record of the Unitarian 
Fellowship for Social Justice in raising its 
voice against human wrongs, Mr. Thomp- 
son said: 

“Our position at the present moment is 
most important. Ata time when freedom 
of speech and liberty of action is in jeop- 
ardy, it is well that we have this Fellow- 
ship where opportunity of expression and 
a field of action is always available to its 
members.” 

President Barbour, in impressive and 
persuasive manner, presented ‘‘some home- 
spun things we need to be reminded of” 
in these days of pessimism, fear and 
gloom. He dwelt on the present-day, 
abiding compensations of living. Some 
of these, he said, were the ‘‘revelation of 
God in the beauty of nature,” good health, 
a real home, the friendships of life, the 
quiet companionships of books, music and 


pictures, the wonderful spirit of the Ameri- \ 
can people in adversity, “the privilege of | 
personal service” to the underprivileged, , 
—the ‘finding of the 


and—chief of all 
Master Friend.” 


“T have closed the door on doubt ane ! 
fear and gloom,” President Barbour de- || 
clared in the words of a poem which he } 
read and which epitomized a plain, but | 


fundamental and sorely needed, spiituay 
outlook for these days. 
* * 


A. U. A. OFFICERS ELECTED 


Regional Vice-Presidents, term of one years) 
James A. Tufts, Exeter, N. H. 
Charles Graves, Hartford, Conn. | 
Wilson M. Brown, Richmond, Va. | 
James H. Wolfe, Salt Lake City, Utah. | 
Roy Campbell, Montreal, Canada. 
Robert Duncan, New York, N. Y. 
Frederick Weygold, Louisville, Ky. 


Clarence Reed, Oakland, Calif. | 


Directors, term of three years: 
William C. Kohlmetz, Rochester, N. Y, | 
Mrs. Alfred K. Potter, Providence, R. I. | 
Charles O. Richardson, Weston, Mass. 
Charles E. Snyder, Davenport, Iowa. 
Herbert C. Parsons, Boston, Mass. 
Everett M. Baker, Providence, R. Ie 


Director, term of two years to fill vacancy; 
Palfrey Perkins, Boston, Mass. 
Directors, term of one year: 
Roy M. Cushman, Boston, Mass. 


Representing “‘all societies and agencies | 
of primary interest to the Association | 
or its constituent members, which are 


dedicated to the social expression of 
religion.” 
Sydney B. Snow, Chicago, Ill. 


Representing “‘all schools, colleges, and | 


other educational agencies of primary 


interest to the Association or its | 


constituent members.”’ 
Lon Ray Call, Chicago, Ill. 


Representing the Unitarian Ministerial — 


Union. 


Mrs. Thomas G. Rees, Jamaica Plain, | 


Mass. 


Representing the General Alliance of 


Unitarian Women. 
John Burnet Nash, New York City. 


Representing the Unitarian Laymen’s | 


League. 
Bradford E. Gale, Lincoln, Mass. 
Representing the Young People’s Re- 
ligious Union. 
* * 
PERSONALS 
Rey. John H. Hershey of Louisville, Ky., 
supplied the pulpit of the First Unitarian 
Church of Sioux City, Iowa, during May. 


Dr. Samuel A. Eliot, minister of the 
Arlington Street Church, Boston, Mass., 
is to be the baccalaureate preacher at the 
University of Illinois, Sunday, June 9, and 
at the University of Minnesota, Sunday, 
June 16. He is also to give six addresses 
at the State Teachers Colleges in Minne- 
sota and the commencement address at 
Carleton College. 
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At Work with the Students 


Conference at the Homestead 


Twenty-two students attended the Met- 
ropolitan Intercollegiate Conference at 
the Homestead, Crafts, N. Y., May 4 and 
5. “‘Planning for America’ was the theme 
under consideration, and the speakers in- 
cluded Dr. G. F. Beck of the Labor Temple 
School of New York, N. Y., on “‘The Na- 


ture of Fascism’’; Bruce Bliven, editor. 


of The New Republic, on “A Critique of 
the New Deal’’: and Professor E. Zabriskie 
of Dana College, Newark, N. J., on ‘“‘The 
Russian Plan.”” At the closing session the 
students drew up their own plan for Ameri- 
ca’s future. 

Seven colleges were represented, the 
largest delegation coming from Princeton. 
Among the representatives from Vassar 
was Miss Elizabeth Dioseghy, a Unitarian 
from Budapest, who is an exchange stu- 
dent. 

Miss Erica Beckh of Vassar was chair- 
man of the conference and Frederick Kim- 
ball of Princeton is chairman of the con- 
tinuing committee. 


Ohio Valley Meeting 


The fifth Ohio Valley Students’ Confer- 
ence was held April 27-29, aboard the 
steamer Tom Greene between Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and Huntington, W. Va., with Miss 
Helen Fleitz of Louisville, Ky., as chair- 
man. Thesubject was “Changing Values,” 
and speakers were Professor Ellis Free- 
man of the department of psychology of 
the University of Louisville, and Rev. H. 
Lee Jones, minister of the First Unitarian 
Church, Dayton, Ohio. Mr. Jones held 
the Sunday morning service, assisted by 
Rey. Eugene Sutherland, minister of the 
Clifton Unitarian Church of Louisville, 
and Miss Fleitz. On Sunday evening 
Truman Hayes, field secretary of the 


Young People’s Religious Union for the 


Chicago area, conducted an impressive 
starlight service on the upper deck of the 
steamer. 

In the resolutions passed unanimously, 
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, 
freedom of assembly, and academic freedom 
were upheld; Fascism was condemned be- 
cause it exploits and misleads youth; a 
functional society for use rather than for 
profit was set up as a necessary objective; 
the formation of a national Unitarian- 
Universalist Student Fellowship, with a 
periodical publication, was recommended; 
and the attempts of William Randolph 
Hearst and Bernarr MacF adden to stifle 
open discussion of economic and social 
problems were condemned. War was 
condemned by an eighteen to two vote. 

The chairman of the continuing com- 
mittee for 1986 will be Miss Eugenia 
Van Overbeeke of the University of 
Louisville. 

Both the New York and Ohio conferences 
were held under the auspices of the na- 
tional Unitarian Student Committee. 


Rev. William H. Gysan, executive secre- 
tary of the committee, was present at each 
conference. 
Field Work 

Field work has been carried on during 
the past year at several colleges under the 
auspices of the Unitarian Student Com- 
mittee. The field visitors called on in- 
dividual students and met with groups to 
discuss matters of interest to liberal stu- 
dents, particularly the church’s relation 
to social action. Miss Pauline Wood 
visited Bennington College; Miss Betsy 
Patterson, Skidmore and Rensselaer Tech; 
Miss Betsy Dekema, Smith College; 
Gerald Weary, University of Wisconsin; 
Rev. Bradford E. Gale, Bowdoin College; 
Mr. Gysan, Oberlin, Ohio University, 
Princeton and Columbia; Miss Fleitz, Uni- 
versity of Indiana, University of Ken- 
tucky, and University of Cincinnati; and 
Miss Ellen Anna Fenner, Antioch College. 


Third Student Pilgrimage 

Sunday, May 12, a group of Boston, 
Mass., students went with Mr. Gysan to 
Salem, Mass., on the third annual student 
pilgrimage. After attending the morning 
service at the First Church, at which Mr. 
Gysan gave a Mothers’ Day sermon, the 
students were entertained at dinner by 
members of the parish. The afternoon was 
spent sightseeing in Salem and Marble- 
head, Mass. 

Heads Student Council 

D. Stanley Rawson, a Universalist 
student in the Tufts School of Religion, 
was re-elected president of the Unitarian- 
Universalist Student Council of Greater 
Boston for 1935-36. The Council assists 
the minister to students in shaping and 
garrying out the student-work program in 
Greater Boston. 

Telling the Parents 

The Boston Unitarian Student Com- 
mittee has sent to 1,000 parents a new 
pamphlet setting forth the program of 
student work carried on under its auspices. 
The parents are invited to send in con- 
tributions for the support of the work. 
More than 600 of the Unitarian and 
Universalist students in Greater Boston 
come from outside places, some from points 
as far west as Los Angeles and Berkeley, 
Calif., and Portland, Ore. One graduate 
student is from Cape Town, Africa. 

* * 

FOR METROPOLITAN MEETING 

The spring meeting of the Metropolitan 
Conference, to be held early in June, will 
be devoted to a discussion to contribute 
information for the Commission of Ap- 
praisal. Although this will involve in 
part a duplication of the discussions now 
being carried on by several conference 
churches, it will be an opportunity for 
participation by those churches that find 
it impossible to sponsor such meetings 
of their own. 


STUDENT INTEREST AROUSED 
BY A. U.A. TRACT MAILINGS 


More than 100 replies have come in from 
interested students who received the tracts 
mailed by the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation to 2,000 students chosen at random 
from the undergraduate bodies of eight 
colleges and universities during the first 
quarter of this year, according to W. Forbes 
Robertson, publications director. In ad- 
dition to signifying an interest and asking 
for further information regarding Uni- 
tarianism, many of those replying sug- 
gested the names of friends who would be 
apt to welcome similar literature, so that 
the total number of names turned over 
to the Post Office Mission for follow-up 
work was considerably in excess of ten 
percent of the number approached. 

In the mailings no attempt was made to 
select likely prospects, the method em- 
ployed being entirely arbitrary. Twenty- 
five percent of the members of each class 
at Yale University, the University of 
New Hampshire, Capital University, Wit- 
tenberg College, Antioch College, Vassar 
College, Randolph-Macon College, and 
Elmira College, received the tracts in three 
mailings. In each mailing a questionnaire 
was enclosed, asking a few questions as to 
the recipients’ religious beliefs and inquir- 
ing as to their prior acquaintance with 
Unitarianism. Replies were very evenly 
divided in the matter of religious affiliation 
and included almost every well-known 
Christian sect and Judaism. 

Many of those replying had had no pre- 
vious experience with Unitarianism, and 
not a few stated that they had never heard 
of it. Preferences for different tracts were 
expressed but the results were negative, in- 
asmuch as the votes cast showed a very 
even distribution of preference among the 
varying types of tracts mailed. Surpris- 
ingly enough the smallest number of re- 
plies was received from Antioch College, 
while Yale University students manifested 
the greatest interest, even on a percentage 
basis. 


* * 


MR. CLARE IN ENGLAND 


Rev. Lawrence Clare, minister of the 
Church of the Messiah in Montreal, 
Canada, is in England, taking prominent 
part in the meetings of the General As- 
sembly of Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches in Liverpool, preaching the an- 
nual sermon May 21, addressing the an- 
nual ministers’ meeting and the final ses- 
sion of the Assembly. Later he will give 
addresses to the Northumberland and 
Durham Association and the Midland 
Christian Union, and sermons at New- 
eastle-on-Tyne, Stockton-on-Tees, Hu!!, 
Birmingham, London and elsewhere. He 


will return to Montreal in August. 
* * 


Houlton, Me.—Six teachers of the 
church school of the Unitarian Society are 
to attend Religious Education Week at 
the Isles of Shoais this summer. 
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THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS 
PROTEST 


Resolutions calling upon the churches 
and synagogues of America to “state 
unequivocally their position that war is 
incompatible with their principles,’ and 
opposing the growth of Fascism in Amer- 
ica, were adopted at a joint anti-war 
meeting of students of the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary and the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary of America. 

The resolutions also protested against 
the proposed war maneuvers in the Pacific 
this month and against bills and measures 
introduced into state legislatures or the 
national Congress restricting the rights 
of freedom of speech and assembly. 

The resolution opposing Fascism de- 
clared: ‘‘We oppose the growth of Fascism 
in America as evidenced by economic 
nationalism, centralized authority, glori- 
fication of nation, persecution of the under- 
privileged and dispossessed, Jews and 
Negroes, increasing militarization, the 
inciting of international antagonisms, 
abrogation of civil liberties, and the efforts 
to perpetuate the declining capitalist 
economy.” 


* * 


MORE NEW MEMBERS 


Reports of substantial additions to 
church memberships during the Lenten 
and Easter season continue to come in. 
Of eighteen new members received into 
the First Unitarian Church in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., eleven were young people. Other 
ingatherings were as follows: 

Unitarian Church, Hartford, Conn., 26; 
Church of the Saviour, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
25; Unity Church, Montelair, N. J., 22; 
First Unitarian Church, Philadelphia, Pa., 
22; Westminster Unitarian Church, Provi- 
dence, R. I., 15. 


GERMAN-AMERICAN TRADE 


A striking and continuous rise in the 
value of American exports in the very 
commodities in which Germany suffered 
her greatest losses during 1983 and 1934 
as a result of the international boycott, is 
disclosed in an exhaustive analysis of 
official figures of the United States De- 
partment of Commerce and the German 
Government, prepared by the Research 
Department of the Non-Sectarian Anti- 
Nazi League. This detailed analysis 
isolates the tremendous damage to Ger- 
many’s foreign trade traceable directly to 
the anti-Nazi boycott and challenges the 
allegations of the Nazi propagandists that 
the boycott is harmful to American in- 
terests, by proving that America has made 
major gains as a result of the boycott, 
which enabled this country to capture 
many of Germany’s former markets. 

The analysis consists of three key tables. 
Two are based on official German Govern- 
ment figures. The first of these shows the 
extent of Germany’s entire export trade 
during 1932, the last pre-Hitler year, and 
1933 and 1934, revealing the great losses 


in almost every commodity during the last 
two years caused by the boycott. The 
second shows the exports of German goods 
to the United States during 1932, 1933 and 
1934. The third table, based on figures 
from the United States Department of 
Commerce, reveals the steady increase in 
American exports from 1932 to 1934 in the 
very commodities in which Germany was 
losing ground during the same period be- 
cause of the boycott. It is particularly 
interesting that the boycott has served 
American industry by wresting for it sub- 
sidiary markets from German domination. 
The increased American exports go in 
nearly every instance into areas where use 
of competing German goods has been re- 
duced in volume. ; 


ci * 


PROGRESS AT WAVERLEY 


At the annual meeting of the Uni- 
tarian Church in Waverley, Mass., the 
following officers were elected for the com- 
ing year: president, Charles B. Flanders; 
secretary, Alfred B. Stearns; treasurer, 
G. Raymond Tuttle; parish committee: 
Willard E. Cherry, Mrs. Herbert Millen, 
Fredwith R. MacKenzie, Mrs. Kenneth 
L. MacLean, Philip C. Hawkes, Miss 
Myrtle Castner. 

The church reports showed a marked 
increase in attendance and membership. 
Plans were made to increase activities in 
the coming year. 

Fourteen new members were received 
into the church Easter Sunday. 

Rev. Marion F. Ham is the minister. 

* * 
FOR THIRD CHURCH BUILDING 


Two weeks after R. Paul Schweikher was 
appointed architect of the proposed new 
edifice of the Third Unitarian Church in 
Chicago, Ill., he, with an associate, was 
awarded one of two grand prizes in a com- 
petition conducted by the General Electric 
Company for small homes. 
Greeley of Boston, Mass., is serving as 
consulting architect. 

Cash contributions for the new church 
have passed the needed $2,000 mark, and 
$1,500 worth of the bonds have already 
been subscribed, with about $750 tenta- 
tively spoken for in addition. 


* * 


A THREAT TO LIBERTY 


Two hundred and fifty prominent min- 
isters of the Protestant, Catholic and 
Jewish faiths have united in a joint protest 
against the abrogation of civil liberties 
threatened in efforts being sponsored by 
“patriotic” and other groups to induce 
Congress and several states to pass laws 
designed to “restrict free speech, free as- 
semblage and a free press.” 

The ministers appealed to the Judiciary 
Committee of the United States Senate to 
make an investigation of conditions 
throughout the country that “limit the 
liberties guaranteed to citizens of the 
United States under the Constitution.” 


- ostensibly aimed at extremists, the recent}] 


Wm. Roger. 


Referring to proposed legislation against} 
free speech, the statement declares: 

‘‘We fee! that once the bars set up by thes 
founders of our nation against restricting}}| 
free speech are let down, the way will bel 
open for further and further encroach il 
ments upon the liberties of our people,|| 
until we may be forced to tread the bitter}|j 
road of dictatorship with its denial of the} 
very fundamentals of American democ- 
racy. While the proposed measures are} 


experience of other countries shows that! 
once the civil liberty of the most extreme) 
group has been removed, the rights of or- 
ganized labor, of liberals and of the) 
churches have also gone down in rapid)}} 
succession. Let us beware lest, in the name 
of Americanism, we allow the destruction | 
of our most precious American traditions. 
Both the Fascists and the Communists | 
deny the rights of free speech in countries 
which they control, but we should abhor 
their common practice in this regard and | 
should scorn to adopt their methods of 

suppression in our free land.” | 


BEACON PRESS BOOK REISSUED 


Arrangements for the publication of “One | 
Thousand Sayings of History,’’ compiled 
by Walter Fogg, in a popular reprint edi- 
tion by Grosset and Dunlap, have recently | 
been completed, according to an announce- | 
ment from W. Forbes Robertson, treasurer |] 
of the Beacon Press, Inc. The book, which 
has been a standard reference work ever 
since its original publication by the Beacon | 
Press in 1929, has gone through several 
printings, and is to be found in the collec- 
tions of almost every school and public 
library in the country. Like the previous 
editions, the reprint will contain almost 
1,000 pages of text and index. Despite | 
the issuance of the Grosset edition the | 
Beacon Press will continue to keep the 
book in print. 

* Bo 


THE TEACHING OF HISTORY 


The representatives of the governments 
of the continent of America, meeting at the 
seventh international conference on the 
teaching of history, have agreed to found 
an “Institute for the Teaching of History” 
to be located in Buenos Aires. This in- 
stitute will promote the exclusion of un- 
friendly references to other countries in 
handbooks on history and the emphasizing 
of all that may contribute constructively 
to understanding and cooperation among 
the American countries. 

* * 
vt 

Topeka, Kans.—At a meeting of the 
board of directors of the First Unitarian 
Church on Monday, May 6, the following 
officers were elected: William J. Burns, 
president; Marco Morrow, vice-president; 
Henry M. Evans, treasurer; Mrs. Grace 
S. Vincent, recording secretary; L. P. 
Dittemore, corresponding secretary. 
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Church Notes 


Ann Arbor, Mich.—‘‘The Individual 
in a Changing World” is the general topic 
of Rev. Harold P. Marley’s Sunday morn- 
ing May addresses, with sub-topics as 
follows: “His Intellectual Honesty—Edu- 
cation and Fascism,” ‘His Mental Hy- 
giene—Lessening the Inner Strain,” ‘His 
Security—Social Planning versws Dema- 
goguery,” and “His Patriotism—Peace- 
time Slackers and the Dead Soldier.” 


Flushing, N. Y.—A series of world 
travel talks was conducted by the Women’s 
Alliance of the First Unitarian Church 
during April and March, with Rev. Kari 
Nielson, the minister, giving illustrated 
lectures on important centers of world 
events. By selling tickets for the series 
for one dollar apiece the Alliance netted 
$100. 


Quincy, Ill.—Dr. Walter Whitaker, 
Gerald Keeling, and Walter Rittler were 
elected to the board of trustees of the 
Unitarian Church at the annual meeting 
held May 10. Reports of the various 
church officers, societies, and committees 
were presented and Rev. Ward B. Jenks 
outlined the activities of the church during 
the year. Six new church endeavors 
were shown to have made satisfactory 
progress: the community institute of adult 
education, the liberal forum, the re- 
organized Laymen’s League chapter, the 
children’s theater, the Liberal Club, and 
mission classes. A tea was held May 12, 
in honor of the forty-five new members 
taken into the church during the two 
years of Mr. Jenks’s ministry. 

Toledo, Ohio.—Several hundred people 
who attended one of Rey. Walton EH. Cole’s 
recent lectures in the First Unitarian 
Church selected the following topics for 
his sermons during May: ‘“‘Father Cough- 
lin, Senator Long, Dr. Townsend: Dema- 
gogues or Deliverers?” ‘‘Can America 
Escape Dictatorship?” “Techniques of 
Personal Religion,’ ‘Are We Headed for 
Another War? Would America Become 
Involved? Can It be Prevented?”’ The 
Easter service was attended by the largest 
congregation in the history of the church. 

Waltham, Mass.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the First Parish Church, reports 
from various organizations showed many 
and varied activities. Clifton Whitcomb 
was elected moderator. Harold Douglass 
was elected clerk of the parish to succeed 
Daniel Denniston, who resigned after thir- 
teen years of service. Hiram Hartwell 
was re-elected treasurer. Due to two va- 
cancies caused by death, Charles HE. Baird 
and George Stearns were elected deacons. 
Members of the Parish Committee elected 
were: Mrs. C. E. M. Harrington, Henry 
H. Bond, Frederic A. Deering. 


WHEN SENDING CHANGE 
of address 
Send New and Old One and allow 
8 to 10 days notice 


Church Announcements 


BOSTON, MASS.—King’s Chapel (1686). School 
and Tremont Sts. Rev. Palfrey Perkins, minister. 
Chorus of men’s voices, Raymond C. Robinson, or- 
ganist and choirmaster. 11 a. m. Mornirg prayer 
with sermon by the minister. 


NEW YORK—BORO. OF BROOKLYN—Church 
of the Saviour. Pierrepont Street and Monroe 
Place. (First Brooklyn stop on all downtown sub- 
way trains, five minutes from Wall Street.) John 
Howland Lathrop, D. D., Edward Jay Manning, 
ministers. Services at 11 a. m. and 7.30 p. m. 


Radio Announcements 
The following services will be broadcast 
the coming week: 


Chicago, Il., Dr. Preston Bradley, Sun- 
day, 11 a. m., Station WJJD, 1130 kilo- 
cycles. 

Cleveland, Ohio, First Unitarian Church, 
Rev. Dilworth Lupton, Sunday, 11 a. m., 
Station WGAR, 1450 kilocycles. 

Dayton, Ohio, Rev. H. Lee Jones, Sun- 
day, 6.45 p. m. and Wednesday, 7 p. m. 
Station WSMK, 1380 kilocycles. 

Eugene, Ore., Sunday, 2 p. m., Station 
KORE, 1420 kilocycles. 

Hartford, Conn., First Unitarian Church, 
Rev. Charles Graves, Sunday, 10.45 a. m., 
Station WDRC, 1330 kilocycles. 

Lowell, Mass., All Souls’ Church, Rev. 
Simeon E. Cozad, Sunday, 10.45 a. m. 
Station WLLH, 1370 kilocycles. 

New Bedford, Mass., First Congrega- 
tional Church, Dr. E. Stanton Hodgin, 
Sunday, 11 a. m., Station WNBH, 1310 
kilocycles. 

San Jose, Calif., First Unitarian Church, 
Rev. Ben F. Wilson, Thursday, 4.45 p. m., 
Station KQW, 1010 kilocycies. 

Santa Barbara, Calif., Dr. Berkeley B. 
Blake, Friday, 7.30 a. m., Station KDB, 
1500 kilocycles. 

Waterbury, Vt., Rev. Lewis W. San- 
ford, Thursday, 10 a. m., Station WDEV, 
550 kilocycles. . . . Rev. Dayton T. Yo- 
der, Monday and Saturday, 10 a. m., 
Station WDEV, 550 kilocycles. 


Account must be taken of the differences 
in standard time. 


Classified Advertising 
Church, Help and Miscellaneous Wants 


Transient rate 4 cents per word. Discount for 6 
or more insertions. Minimum charge $1.00 
Watch these columns each week. 

Rate card furnished on request. 


Wanted—Competent stenographer for occasional 
part-time work. C-427 The Christian Register. 


The Christian Register 


Asks for your support 
Because it spreads the Unitarian 
word and gives news of the 
Unitarian work 


Stoneleigh-Prospect Hill 
School for Girls -:- Greenfield, Mass. 


The Rev. John Farwell Moors founded 
this school as Prospect Hill in 1869. New 
fireproof buildings constructed in 1930. 
Latest educational methods, exceptional 
equipment. For booklet address Isabel B. 
Cressler, Caroline L. Sumner, Co-Princi- 
pals. Members of the Board of Trustees 
must be approved by the 


American Unitarian Association 


PULPIT~- CHOIR GOWNS ~ 


Workmanship unexcelled 


Pulpit Hangings—Bookmarkers 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
Church Vestment Specialists 
for over half a century 


COX*SONS & VINING - INC. 


131 EAST 23RD STREET. .“NEW “YORK ONY. — 


UNITARIAN VISITORS TO BOSTON 


Will find the following hotels worthy of patronage- 
hey render excellent service and provide a 
pleasant atmosphere for their guests 


Reserve Your Rooms in Advance 


HOTEL BELLEVUE 
Beacon Street, Bzston 
Next to State House 
Rooms with running water $2.00 up 
Rooms with bath $3.00 up 


HOTEL COMMONWEALTH 


on BEACON HILL, opposite the State House 
Remodeled and Refurnished—now under Hotel 
Hemenway Management—No liquor sold 
100 Rooms with Running Water - - - $1.00 up 
100 Rooms with Bath 1.50 up 
Weekly Rates 


BEACON CHAMBERS 
Joy and Myrtle Streets, Beacon Hill, Boston 


400 Rooms exclusively for mer, modern and 
comfortable, at $1.00 and $1.50 per day; 
$4.50-$8.00 per week. 


SUNNYACRES 
WINCHENDON, MASS. 


Board $10.00 to $20.00 per week. Some rooms with 
running water and some with private baths. 
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Pleasantries 


Johnny: “Dad, they say the Saar has 
gone to Germany now.” 

Dad (busy reading): 
that, son.” 


“Something like 


Johnny: “But what will the Russians 
Sanya 
Dad: ‘‘The Russians! What have they 


to do with it?” 

Johnny (puzzled): “But I thought the 
Saar was the King of Russia.” —Montreal 
Daily Star. 

Marine Corporal (at dance): “Do you 
know that ugly sap of an officer standing 
over there? He’s the meanest egg I have 
ever seen.” 

She: ‘‘Do you know who I am? 
that officer’s daughter.” 

Corporal: ‘‘Do you know who I am?” 

She: “No. ” 


Corporal: “Thank God.’’—Locomotive. 
* * 


I am 


A London doctor touring in the provinces 
had difiiculty in obtaining suitable lodgings 
ina small town. 

One landlady, showing him a dingy bed- 
room, remarked persuasively, “‘As a whole, 
this is quite a nice room, isn’t it?” 

“Yes, madam,” he agreed, “but as a bed- 
room it’s no good.’”’—Montreal Gazette. 

* * 

Wallie: ‘‘Gee, pop, there’s a man at the 
circus who jumps on a horse’s back, slips 
underneath, catches hold of its tail and 
finishes up on the horse’s neck!” 

Dad: ‘‘That’s easy. I did all that the 
first time I ever rode a horse.”—Phila- 
delphia Evening Bulletin. 

KP SX 

Squire Anderson reports that Grandpa 
Judkins, despairing of getting a $200-a- 
month pension, has canceled the tentative 
order he had given the Rolls-Royce sales- 
man.—Sioux City Tribune. 

* * 

“Who’s that talkative woman over 

there?” 


“My wife.” 

“Sorry. My mistake.” 

“No, mine.”—H xchange. 
* x 


The outlook is for brighter jokes in the 
magazines. Congress has voted the ab- 
sent-minded professors five billions in new 
spending money.—Morning Oregonian. 

* * 


First Gossip: “Why did they separate?” 

Second Gossip: “‘Nobody knows.” 

First Gossip: ‘Oh, how terrible!’’—Bos- 
ton Evening Transcript. 

* * 

Like all the other Powers, Germany is 
determined to enforce peace no matter 
what nation she has to lick.— Norfolk 
Virginian-Pilot. 

x * 

A minister has written a sixth verse for 
the hymn, ‘America.’ That makes five 
verses of it we don’t know.—Mobile Reg- 
ister. 
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American Unitarian Association 


The Executive Body of the Unitarian 
Churches of the United States and Canada 


Establishes and maintains churches as centers 
of religious life and community service. 
Publishes books, pamphlets, and hymn-books. 
Promotes sympathy and covperation among 
liberal Christians. 

Defends civil and religious liberty at home 
and abroad. 


The Association is supported by the voluntary con- 
tributions of churches and individuals. Address 
all communications to Dr. Louis C. Cornish. 
Send contributions to 
Parker E. Marean, Treasurer 


Headquarters 
25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 
Branch Offices 
All Souls’ Church, New York 
330 South Dearborn St. 2400 Allston Way 
Chicago, Ill. Berkeley, Calif. 


THE CHILDREN’S MISSION TO CHILDREN 


Founded in 1849 by Unitarian children 
for children of all races and creeds 


Heips children in difficulty. Cooperates with 
hospitals in foster-home care for invalid children. 


Mrs. ENDICOTT P. SALTONSTALL, President 
PHILIP NICHOLS, Vice-president. 

Rev. CHRISTOPHER R. ELIOT, Clerk. 

PAUL C. CABOT, Treasurer. 


MISS ELIZABETH E. BISSELL, General Secretary. 
20 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass. 


Found in the Homes of Thinking People 


Introducing ane 


The Register 
To New Friends 


A FULL YEAR FOR 


CHRISTIAN REGISTER 
25 Beacon Street, Boston 


LEASE enter my subscription at your | 
Introductory Rate of 5 months for one 


dollar. 


The Meadville 
Theological School | 


Founded 1844 | 
f 


versity of Chicago adds to the} 
School’s own curriculum a wide# 
variety of subjects. For informa-4 
tion address | 


5701 Woodlawn Ave. 
Chicago 

SINCE SEPTEMBER, five League chap-! 
ters formed . . . Since January, a steady 
NET increase in memberships ... To} 
consolidate gains . . . to supply demands 
for service . . . to make next year even | 
better—we need more SPECIAL MEM-|j 
BERSHIPS from $5 to $500 and over. 


HENRY D. SHARPE, Treasurer 
UNITARIAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 


25 Beacon St., Boston, Mass., CAP. 1230. 


THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER 


It is a progressive, religious journal and 
must have the loyal support of every 
Unitarian. Each subscription counts. If 
you are not already a subscriber, please 
send in your order for a subscription to- | 
day. $3.00 per year. 


I enclose check or currency. 


$3.00 


| 
| 


